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ABSTRACT .. . . .
..,, .

The issue of minimal competency testing fcr high
school graduation and grade to, .grade prcsotion am a setkod of

..Jamphasizing,tle.teaching ottasic skillsand guaranteeing that the
high school diploma will.meal something* has received widespread

"legislative attention in recent years. -In this 'report, data
.

pairtainih4 to the enforcement of miniwal,cospetencptestiug'ia each,
State-are presented. Specific info~ isprdvided by State with
regard to.'Pederallegisraticn (pending), State legislation (+enacted
and failed), State board of education rulings, State departmeit.of
'laudation activity and local aiitOct"activity.,It la =tea that as

--of April 1976, four 'States had enacted legislation an11..focr State
boards~ of educatimi,bad adopted regulations mandhting g-some form of
minimal competency testing.,Bills were pending in' eight State
egislatures,- and five State boards had studies underlay. The data
,ahoy that: (1) eleven States have enacted legislation and tventy .

Stet* board's have 'adopted regulations aguding competency
testing: (2) studies or beatings are in progress in nine Stn. other
States: and (3) State boards are Moe') likely to include life skills
and other subjects in addition *to the tastes than are State
legislatures. (EI)
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IWTRODUCTION
. . . .

I

.

Minimal, competency testing for'high school graduation and grade-to- r.
grade promotion' continues to be one of the mostIMplosive issues on the
eductitional scene today, from the standpoint of both controversy and spread
of practice. There seems to be ample midalcsround ln the controversy but
few have chosen to tread it. Enthuslistic.nroponenss .belleve they have found
a way to force greater emptiasist on the basic stills and to guarantee that the
nigh school diploma will mean the certain skirls and facts will.have beent. ,

-mastered by the/graduate rather than-iian that the graduate.has."put in his
time." They cannot understand the.reluctancepopponenti have in placing confl.;1
dence in standardized test orin "guaranteeiWg" a certain minimum level of
proficiency for all'studentsiegardless of ability. Opponents generallysee
the movement as a punitive measure against the schools and as a means of
holding the schools and the teachers'acCountable for results that areeepend-*
ant on a host.of variables over which they have no control. One faction asks:
"Just what are the competencies you speak of who is goidirto define them, how
are the standards to be set, how are they tobe measuredand what about life
skills. citizenship, Moral deialopment and art?" The answer: ?We're talking
aboutreading, writing and arithmeticjust teach those well and the students
will.pick up the rest. Use standardized tests -- you've been'doing it for.years-...
so we'll know how ourkids stack up wish the rest." ThoughtfulAple, however,
are beginning to'pay seriodattention to the problems attendant to the whole
concept. !

Probably no concept in recent years has received such widespread
attention, either legislatively or by state board'adoption. Since April of
1976,.the Research and Information Department has issued six "Updates" in an
attempt to keep pace with developments. This is'the seventh. -4s OApril 15,
1976, four states had enacted 'legislation and four-trate'bdardS-Of'edutetIon .
had adopted regulations mandating some form of minimal competency testing.
Bills were pending in eight state legislatures and five state lkards had
studies under way.- IWO, II states have enacted legislation and 20 state.
boards have adopted regulations,for'a total of 31. ActiVity is occurring
in the other I9,states either atthe loCallevel, by.state-department study

. or legislative hearings. The debate has reached the federal level with
proponents and opponents of nationwide standards testifying' before Congress.
Representative Mottl of Ohio has introduced two bills that would impose.
national standards in the absence'of state standards. It appears at,this
writing, however, that the mandatory maturdi of the bills.will be altered.

With this publication, the Education Commission of the States has
attempted.to'provide you with the current status of the concept with no
editorialising or in-depth analyses. Preliminary analysis reveals one
'interesting facet,, howeverstate boards are more apt to add life skills and
other subjects in addition to the 3 R's than are state- legislatures. 'The
-reader should be 'aware that ECS has adopted no official .position on minimal
competency testing. It has conducted four regional conferences on the-subject
Wiles received much valuable input from the conferees. The ECS Policy Com-..
mittee is studying,the-issue with the goal ordeieloping a policy statement
for consideration at, the 1978 annual meeting of ECS.

Russe11.0. Vlaanderen. Director
Resiirch and:Inforiktion.Department
Education Coimission of the States

,
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a MINIMAL CbMPETENCY TESTING'

STATE ACT IV

Federal Legislation -- Pending.-

State Legislation.-- Enacted and Failed
,

. .

'' Seate Board Of. Education Rulings ,

Mate Department of Education Activity
,4.1 a

Local District ActiVity (incompiete fisting)

I

e * * * * * * *. *
.

*go* *
I

ALABAMA - 1977, Le_gis iati (failed) :

.

...: . . .
)

SB 79. Would have' local, school hoards' de'VeloP standards of ,proficiency in order to
evaluate student progress-in the performance of academic and basic skills. The(

state. department of education is to assist focal boards by developing examples of
minimal, academic standards fOr high school grithiation including
catori. -Implementation deadline for local districts is June 1, 1978.
Reported out'.of committee, died on calehclar.

4
- 1977,_ State' Department of Education: (Spring -1077, Repotted in Update VI

. . 611/77)

111.

.The.Graduation Requirements Taik a.24-person task force Appointed-by the.
state - department of education and chaired by'br. Frank Schneidter, _local district
'principal, lade the following recommendations to the:state.board of education in
March of 1.977: In order to- receive a high school diploma, students shonld be able
to pass a basic skills examination; This examination is to be given as early is
the nin'thgrade with provisions for re-taking the test each year. -Students. not

. passing the examination-would receive aCertifiCate of 'Attendance rather than a .

'high chool diploma. The task force also - recommended- that the" state department of -

'education develop general guidelines and thit local districts develop the appropriate
standards.. The state superintendent of-education has.apPointed a committee to begin
work on 'this recommendation. . .

. *

-The task force r ecommendation is expected to be acteCupon by the state board of
education in its June 1977 meeting. ---.1

- 1977, State Department of EdUcationL:

iThe -task force, recommendation (see above) was approvet by the Board of edUcation.
The superintendent of education his 'appointed a committee of 100 to-Study and make
recommendations on the standards and high school diploma issue. The Committee, is'

made up of 50 educators and 50 Citizens (including represintatives oe the
Legislature). This committee Is directed a steering committee-of:twenty and,
is expected to make ,its final recommendations to the -state board of educators.by
July 1 1978.

%V.

FAIL4i10$1 Commission of the States
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For more information Contact;

Dr. Richard Causey
Asst. Oir., Die. of Instruction
State-Dept, of d., [Won 607 .

State Office, Building.
Montgomery, Alabama 3430 -

.(20) 832-3890

4

- 1978, Legislation:

As-of ovember, no legislation had been pre-filed for"the 1978 session.

1977, Local District:

.0n September 201977 theHuntsville City School Board approved the Super-
intendent's .proposal that aired hoc committee bp approved to engage in an

yin7depth study and develop.a pastor plan for ettablishing a minimum con-
POencY standards program for high school graduation. The committee is
scheduled to submit a masteriplan no later than July. 1, 1978..

For more inf ormation contact:

Dr: Don Tuggs
Asst.- Supt. ter Instruction
Huntsville City Schools .

P. O. Box 1256
Huntivil/e Alabama 3SBOIL

t20S) S39-2111

*-* * w * p * *

. ,

ALASKA = 1977, Stateepartient of Education: (Reportbd in Update Vt, 6/1/77)

New high school graduation requirements Idepted by the Alaska Department ot-Bduca-
tier permit local districts to graduate-high ichool students on the bilisa com-
potency,. To'date no districts have adoptiCa total system of competency -based high
gchool induation. .Locqldistritts working ca. this problem are workincon an ideati-
ng:titian okcalOttOcr-- these have been covivertedlack to, Carnegie Units
or time requirements according to.the state department of edueation.

. a ,.
' A: Statt.Department of Bducation:Seeeging,Committei on Secondary Schools,is
axplorft the:4,494rue of competency -based high school graduation. .

.

.::. .

Alaska's statiwide-..asstmisment program, testing in gredes4 and.8,-has.not been
isod fordivelopiag-e4petalacy.high.schdoLignduation requirements or grade pro-

-motion. .' ... . .
....

, .. - "..-4: ____. -6 4. .N-"

.. Fail. 1977, Da2tment of Bducatled-r-:---___
..... .

.

...The finai:repOrt:lssued bi.theiteeringCoalittia an Small SecondarY'Schools did
.

'clOmcootiotomstom
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ALISKA, F.111191:47 State Department of Education (sontinuedl:

nmt male any recommendations on the subTect of competency-based high school gradua-.
tion.

The department of.education is planning a district-by-district survey of competency-
. based"nctivity later this school year.

- 1977 Local District: 10

Kodiac Island Borough Sctool Distr ict
NorthSlope Borough School District
Southwest Regional Attendance Area
Adak School District
Galena School District
Juneau School District
Anchorage School District

a

For more information contact:
ti

Richard Luther
Department of Program Development and

Dissemination
State Department of Education
Pouch f
Juneau, Alaska 99801
(907) 405 -2842

6 * W *

.. .
.

ARIZONA - 197S, State Department. of Education: (Reported in UPDATE VI, 6 1477,) e ,.

' i"

Effective January 1, 1976, school districts are required to giirdiStudents tekmitving
the standard eighth grade cent' cote able tik read, write and compute at' the olleth-,
grade level. High school eats must demenStsate an ealaility to read, write.,2110

: 'compute at the ninth-grade level. i
,

4.

'*---.......-' ,

ation Failed (Reported in UPDATE VI, 6/1/77) .

. .

58 1138 (passed senate, died in house committee) this bill would have restricted
current state board ruling by not allowing the state uniform' achievement evaluation
to be used to -establish minimum .achievement levels.

1977, Legislation (Palled): (Reported in UPDATE'VI, 6/1/77)
. ,

H 2160 Would requite the state school superintendent *and the state board of educa-
tion to develop a statewide standard testing programoi grades 1-12. ,The results
of the'tests would be correlated Blass sizes, teachers, teachers'
experience and salaries; he state board of education would also be mandated to

- divide class time of 2nd gradesinto "verbal and quantitative segments" and
further stipulates there would be no unauthdrized segment skipping.

, "\
The bill also _contained an"atty out" provision by'illowing any person '(age' 18 or

.N\

education Commission of One Stotts
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I/!ARIZONA - 1977 Legislation (Failed) (continued):

older was deleted) to take the General' Educational DevelOpment eGBD). tests and re,
calve b high school certificate ofqsquivalency if a passing score was achieved.

- Fail 1977:r State Denattglf Education:
I .

The state departient.of educikon is in the process of implementing alkethod of
gathering information fromloth school districtAn sompliance with the state board
of education mandate on high school and .8th grad5 graduation. This data will be
available at the end of thej978 school year. ,Pretest guidelines and non-compliance
penalties are under study. - ,

For more information contact:

-Dr. Barbara Davis
. Arizona"State Depirtment of Education
./ 1S3S Nest Jefferlon.. . _

.. oenix, Arizona 85007 .

.

402) 271-4880

- 1978 Legislation:
,

Legislation similar toH 21601s OipecXed Nothig had been pry filed by mid-
Novimber of 1977. -

4

.
. -

0,

r . -......

* . *. -

fi4
ARKANSAS - 1977,Legislation (Failed): (Reported An UP

HB 609 Educational Assessment. Abroad statewide and sc
044:'_.!
.a4s%rict-testing bill.

Wages heavily amended by she hoilse education committee ,kept the following pro-
visions:. .

.. .

.
, ?

.
.

. -.
.,

"''state department of education shah by June 4 1978 deirelop
admit= performance- standards ter gradhation from secondary
schools and minimum performance educational goals for various
grades and subject areas within the-public schools." .

6/1/77)

.
. , .. .

The "miniaana perfOrmance.educational jos:Wt-are to include the.basic skill areas
of roadtottr writing and mathematics. . .

.

-" 1977 Le :
4

Act 48( Mandates the hate board of education, after co nducting statiwideltearings,
to establish goals of- education for Arkansas. he Act also calls for-the setting-
of minimum performailce education-goals.

..!Acteru:a Requires school district to annually report to the state department -

of education information:on all national standarized achievement tests administered
io studenls. This information is tp include: subject areas tested,-grade level;,
date of test and tosz results. "the data is to serve as a basis for comparison by .

,. er
category.

.

-

N
1 8

tion..Cooluntedosolds*
.
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It



.

ARKANSAS -,'qcontinued)
le`

-Fall 1977, State Department bf Eduction Activity:

The departmenit of- education has established a statewide goals of education committee
of 91 people. :County and school district meetings have been held during-the fall.
Recommendations of this committee will be.presented.to the state board of education
in December;of 1977.

4"

The pm: of setting minimum performance education goals fOr grades 3-6 4 8 will
take place between December 1977 and Mirth 1978.- .

Fdr more information contact:

Dr. Sherwin Peterson
Arkansas Department of Education
Capitol Mall
tittle Rock, Arkansas 72201
(591) 371-1766'

* Ili

A

CALIFORNIA - 1475-1976, Legislation .(Enacted): Reported in UPDATE I/1, 6/1/71)
.

..

a 4
. .

S8 1112 of 1972 and S81243 (providing for funding) of 1975The two acts combined ir

provide forthi California HighSchool Proficiency. Test. Sixteen- and 17-year-olds,
upon successful. completion ofithe test,-may'he' awarded a proficiency certificate
legally equivalent:to a.high/school diploma. They may leaVe. high sthool if they
pass the test and reteivepament permission. The test Covers the,process areas
ofreading and.computation and the content areas of consumer econdmics,and mathe-
maq.cs. .

. . . .

'Sa 1502. Ch. 315.(1976) -Will change the existing "early out" minimal competency
_test program:by making it available .to citizens over the age of 18. The-effects
of this Law on the existing GED high school eqdlvaldncy program:are' not clear.

.
. . .

. p

l
AB 3408,1_01. 856 (1976)-Requiris districts to establish standards pf proficiency
in the basic skill. areas, iriclyding'reading. Wilting and computation.. also pro--

vkdes that students be tested, at least once during grade 7 thromlbp and twice, be-
tween giades 10,and 11. Parent-student-principal-teacher con fences and remedial
classeslarejo be arranged for thoie students who fail to demonstrate minimalpro-
ficieacy. No student can receive a high school diPioia after ./9ne.1980,ualess he

. or: she passes the proficiency test.'
-1%

- 1,-..
. .

Al
.A8.2725, Ch. -473 (1976) Requires that .examples of minimal academic standards for

. .., .-,h.igh" school.graduation.be prepared and distributed by the California State Board
Of Education., This. is to include criteria utilized'by the department of education
indevOloVinf standaids for competency in basic skills for the high schoolprofi-

. ciency exam; The effittive date,'is January I. 1977. (Note: P fo...inci`indiCators....

.
were"dIstributed to Ithoois in April of I977:)

.

0
. .

Stinestico Motrontosion of the Stotts
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CALIFORNIA - (continued) .

/

'

- 1976, Legislation (P9Aled): (Reported in UPDATE VI. 6/1/77)

-18 731' The Measure encompasses recommenditions.eadc by the RISE (Reform i6 Inter-

and'Secondary Education) Commisslen. One of thqprovisions 4 phe bill is
a requirement'for the testing of minimal competency it'basic skills and other areas.

'AB 2SSO This bill prohibits the admission or promotion of an elementary grade pupil
to any Oisticulai/arade unless reading ability is at legit equal to that prescribed
for pupils in. the next lower-grade. Ability is to be aetermined in a manner pre-
scribed by the state bOrd of education.

'ACR 19S Requests the state department, of education to take.necessary measures to
ensure thatno itudefit will be.papsad to the second grade without the ability. to
know and write the alphabet, know basic language sounds, and pass a standard ead-
ing test developed by the.depirtment,

1977, Legislation (Failed):

A 357 Would require elementary school. districts by June 1, 1979, to adopt standards
of proficiency in the basic skills. This bill would have students tested at least
twice during the fourth through sixth grades and at Least once from sixth through
eiglth grades. Conferences between pupil/parent/principal/teachers would be required
if=the pupil falls short of the standards_ . .(Note: An amended partial .version of sal
bill was included ip enactdd A0 65..) //

- 1977, Legislation (Enacted):I. .' ,--

AB 6S-, Ch. 894 Is the New- Finance' Restructuririg of Education Act. Imeluded is
a section on student progress in elementary and secondary education. lepart, it
reads as ./ .

"51215. The governing board of each school district maintaining a junior or senior
high.school shall, by June 1, 1978, adopt standards of proficiency inbasic skills
.fer pupils -attending; schools within its school district.

The governing'board of each school district maintaining grades 6 or 8, or the equiva-
lent, shall, by Arne 1, 1979, adopt standards of proficiency in basickills for
pupils attending such grades. .

.Such.standarris shall include, but need not be limited to, reading'comprehension,
writing, and cvrputation. skills, in the English.l angiage,-necessery to success in
school4Urd'life experiences, and shall be such as will enable individual achievement

:to' bi ascertained and evaluated. :.-Differential standards and assessment, procedures
.-may be adopted forpUpils with diagnosed learning disabilities. .

Governirig boards maintaining eledentary or junior high schools located within'a'scliokol
district maintaining a higLache* shall adopt standards%of proficiency in baiic
skills which are articulat with'those standards adopted by the school' district'

) saintaintag the high:spool'.

!Designated employees of all school districts located within a high school district'
and one. or more designeesUfthe high School district shall meet prior-to June 4,

COsnekito.oh,* Stehle _
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'ALIFORNIA - 197", Legislation (Enacted) (continued) :

1979, to plan for articulation of clementa6 and high sehool proficiency standards',
and ca necessary thereafter to review the effectivenessof such articulation proce-

'/ durcs.

Standardi of proficiency, shall be adopted by the governing board with the active
involvement of parents broadly reflective of the socioeconomicicomposition of the
district, administrators, teachers, counselors, and,with respect to standards in
secondary schools, pupils.

51216. Beginning in the 1978-79 School year, the governing board Of each district
maintaining a junior or sailor high school, ant beginning in the 1979-80 school year,
the governing board'of each district maintaining an elementary school, shall take ,

appropriate steps to.ensure that individual pupil- progress towards proficiency in
basic skills is assessed in the 4InglIsh language during the regular instructional
program at least once during,the 4th throUgh 6th grade experience, once during the
"th through 9th grade experience and twice during the 10th through 11th grade exper-
cnce, provided that any pupil who demonstrates proficiency up to prescribed levels
for graduation from high school need not be reassessed. Nothing in this section
shall preclude any district from.conducting an assessment of any pupil in English
and in the native.language of such pupil.

It is the intent of the Legislature that pupil asscssmepts measure the progress of
,each pupil in aastering basic skills rather than the pGpil's performance relative
to his or her classmates.

In the case of any pupil who does not demonstrate sufficient progress toward mastery
of basic skills so that, he or she will be able to meet prescribed standards upon
exit from the 6th,-8th, Or 12th grade, whichever is appropriate4.the principal shall
arrange a Conference among the principal orthe principal's designee, the parent or-
guardian of t'4 pupil, and .a teacher familiar with the pupil's progress to discie
the results of the individual pupil assessment and recommended acti6ns to further
the pupil's progress.

The secondary school pupil shall attend the conference. The elementary school pupil
shallattend the conference unless the principal's designee and the parent or guardian
agree that such presence would not be in the pupil's best interest.

1.

The pupil and the parent or guardian shall-be requested in writing to attend the
conference. Such notice shall be writteNNin the primary language of the parent or
guardian, whenever practicable. .

. ,......

Absent a response from the parent or guardian the school shall make a reasonable
.effort to contact him or her by other means -to communicate directly the information
contained in the written request.. .

AO '. :

.

At the conference, 'the principal or the principal's designee shall describe the
instructional program whichs4all be provided to assist the pupil to master 'basic
skills.? If the parent or guafdian does not attend the conference the principal or
the principal's desigee shall communicate such istformation by other means within
10 days of the date a the conference.

r.

Instruction in,asic skills shallbe provided for any, pupil who does not demonstrate

.. . 14-
idualttoo Como laratoos of the Skim

6 ,
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CALIFORNIA 1)77 La is) tion Enacted continued ;

sufficient progress towatd mastery of basic skills and shall continue until the
pupil hisbeen given numerous opportunities to achieve mastery.

. .

S1217. Subsequent to June 1980, no pupil shall receive a diploma of graduation from
high school if he or she has not met the.standards of'proficiency:in basic skills.

' prescribed by the secondary school district governingbOard.

The state board of education shall, by February 1, 1978, prepare and distribute to
each schoor district maintaining a junior or senior high.,,school, and by October 1,-
1978, prepare and distribute to each district maintaining an elementarrschool, a
framework.forr assessing pupil proficiency in reading comprehension, writing, and
computation skills. Such framework shall include a range of assessment' items in
each skill area. Th e assessment framework shall be' provided solely to assist each
school district in the development of'Its own pupil assessments, as requlired Sy Sec-
tion 51216

Nothing ln this section shall be .construed to authorize or permit the state board
of education to adopt statewide minimum proficiency standards-for high school gradua-
tion.

,

4

SEC. 43.5. Section 5122S of the Education Code is amended to .read:

51225. No pupil shall receive a diploma of graduation from high school who has not
campleted the course-of study prescribed by the governing board. Requirements for
graduation shall include:

(a) English.,
VS) Ameriep history,
(c) American government.
(d) Mathematics.
(e) Science.
f) physical education, unless the pupil has been exempted pursuant to the pro-

visions of this code.
(g) Suih other subjects as may be prescribed.%

The governing board, withhe active iwivement ofkparents, administrators, teachers;
and students, shall, by JanuarY 1, i979, adopt alternative means ler students to
complete' the prescribed course of study whiCh May include practical demonstration
of.skills and competencies, work experience or other. outside school experience,
interdisciplinary study, independent study,'and credit earned at a postsecondimy
institution. Requirements forgradhation anftspecikied alternative modes r;or com-
pleting the prescribed course of study. shall be made-available to students, parents,
and,che public"

1977, State Department of EduCation Activity:

The early exit test is now moving -into its 'third year of Operation. The California
fiigh school proficiencyl iest ias:givele"thalse times in 1976-77 with approximately

10,000 to 11,000 studentss:id adults taking the test each tine.. ;Ten perient of each
:group tested has consisted of adults.. Several follow-up studie of the program'are
in progress. The National Institute for Education eNIE) study snould be completed
late in 1977.

.. N...
-

-.17

SI, .0
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CALIFORNIA - Fall 1977, State,Department of Education Activity (continued): .

Fbr'sore information contact:.

Dale Carlson
California Department of Education
(916) 322-2200

The. California Department of Education's Office of Program Fvaluation and Research
has completed and continues to work on a variety of assistance tools for school dig0
tricts implementing the "Hart Law"-(AB 3408) and the new Al 65. In November of 1977
the'department field tested 1,400 test items forgradis 7-9 6 11, School and Survival
Skills. In the Spring of 1978, 600-900 test items for grades 5-7 will be field
tested.

In October of 1977 all school districts received copies of A Technical Assistance
Guide for Proficiency Assessment. Copies of this guide'may be purchased by writing
tot

Dick Stiles
Office of Program Evaluation .

and Research 4

721 Capitol Mall
Sacramento, California 93814
(916) 445-0297

ti

COLORADO 1973, Legislation (Enacted): (Reported in UPDATE VI, 01/77)

SS 180 of 197S (C.R.S. 22!-.12-1090). The' Act stipulates ,that 11 a lOcaI board of
'education imposes any special prificienciWtest for graduation- from the 12th grade
beyond the regular requirements for satis4ctory completio Of the courses and -hours
prescribed for graduation, the resultSW such tests shalt be used by school dis-
tricts to deli n re lar or s ecial glasses to meet the needs °T all children'as
indicated by overall test results. 'I a school board decides to impose such pro-
ficiency tests, such tests shall be given at least twice during each sthool_year
tdith initial testirs to take place in, the ninth grade. Any Child who does not
satisfactorily fulfill the requirements of special proficiency tests imposed under
the provisions of the act !!shall be provided with remedial or tutorial services
during the school day.inthe subjectorea in which the test indicates deficiencies
for graduation purposes; 'Such child shall be provided with these services from
the time of the initial testihg until such ;ime as the results of the special pro-
ficiency test are satisfactory. Parents ofcbildren not satisfactorily fulfilling
therrectuirimpnts of a special Proficiency test shall be provided with all special
profliO rncy test Scores for - theme- a:minimum of once each semester."

fi
;

Fall 1977, Legislative Interim Action:

The interim committee on government expenditures has been studying secondary schools
andthe possibility of defining "basic. education" and the heed to hive the school
finance formula tied to the teaching of basic skills. The 1978 session of the Legis-
lators is to consider only budget "Governor's Call" items. Bills not included in
these two categories will have-to wait for the next regular session in 1979.

Education COMMISOOR of the S tate*



COLORADO - Fall 1977, Legislative InteriiAction 4continued):

For more information contact:

Mr. Joe Douglass
Colorado Department of Education
State Office Building"
Denver, Colorado 8020
(303) 892-3081

- 1977, Local District:

Denver Public Schools In 1959 the Denver Public Schwa developed the Proficiency .

and Review tests (P4R). a minimum competency test for high school graduation. Since
1962 they have tested more than-40.000 students.- The test contains subsections on
mathematics, spelling, language and reading. Remedial classes are provided for those
who do not pass the test.

At prese4, the PER tests
grades 9-12. High school
grams. in the basic skills
test, -a secure instrument

revision.

are administered in December and April -of each year, in
pupils are programed into established instructional, pro-
areas to assist them in overcoming deficiencies. The PER
has been revised once and is being considered for a second

The Denver schools have a test under development for grades 3 & 6 for the identifi-
cation of students needing remedial instruction.

For more information contact:

Aarry. -Seal-- --

Supervisor, Development and Evaluation
Denver Public Schools
900 Grant Street
Denver, Colorado 80203
-(3034-837-1000

Englewood Public Schools -The Ward of education has mandated that a functional
competency test will be used' as a requirement for high school graduation beginning
with the class of 1980.

Englewood High School is currently piloting a one-semester course 'elated to adult
competencies.

4

FOr more information contact:

Bill'Heitzsmith
Englewood High School.
3800 South Logan
Englewood,..Colorado80110
UO3) 781-7881 or 761-7050

- 4.'4,

14.
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CONNECTICUT 1976J Legislation (Enacted):, 1Reported in UPDATE VI, 6/1/77)

Sub tr. 3859 This proposal would hav,' required students to take a proficiency exam
prior to graduation from high school. Those students passing the examination would
receive special notice to that effect on their high school diploma. The bill made

no provisions for early exit but sought simply to establish uniform state standards
of performance that would serve as minimum targets for secondary school education ,

and improve the validity of the diploma issued to those successfully tested.
(Sotel This law was not implemented because Sec. 4 making implementation contin-
gent upon finding at least SS0,000 in federal or private funds was not met.)

1976&..Ligislation (Failed) ;' (Reported in UPDATE VI, 6/1/77)

1W 5856 This measure -Would have allowed high school graduates and nongraduates to
receive a state'certif.catt of achievement. It provided for exemption.'from the
complsory attendatic,4,age of 16, directed the state department of education to'es-
tahlish standards ),Tcompekency in basic Skills and a means of testing such compe-',
tency, and would ha*/0 alloaed both high school graduates and nongraduates to obtain
a state certificate of achievement uport\passing a state - administered proficiency
examination. The biltelso prAectedl*basic educational entitlement -- a flat
grant. based on Average Daily )1[4.mbers (ADM)'t- to the extent that the amount of such
Mate aid would not reflect4he la's of up \o one percent of the enrollment that
might leave_setoOl after piiiing-theamin4lon.

\ 1.

it 3537 Concerning early it from high'Ulitiol, the bill was similar in. most pro-
.

visions to R8 5836 ble, woq !_,have allowed4Odents who passed the state-administered
proficiency e*minatA 4tc,complete high s,:$4 with an,equIvaent diploma prior
to the end of Iheir(sen.lotiear. 'The bill io'da have provided for exit from high
school in either t0--Ibth,"11th or 14h-grade d ending on the length of time re-
quired to master mihimum competencies sufficierit t pass the examination,

- 19,77, Legislative Interim Activity:

t
. . \

A subcommittee of the house education committee on curriculum and testing -for pro-
ficiency has been studying asdiscussion paper prepared by airwoman.- Gail Orcutt..
Tentatively, tae plan in the:discussion paper calls for %tat wide,testing in grades
4 8 and local district testing at grades. 2, 6 & 10. High s pool graduation is
not currently included in the plan. It .s anticipated that lebislation will be
introduced in the1978 session.

For sore informatron contact.;

Ms. Gail Orcutt
State Representative
State Capitol

. Hartford, Connecticut 06115

- 1977, State Department of Education: (Reported1in UPDATE VI, 6/1/77).

The state board of education has appointed a broad-ranged committee to stud, and
make recommendations on the development of a high school equivalent cotpeten ¶' -based
certificate. final recomMendaons of this committee to the state board incl 'e

a proposal to Uty the General Educational .Development (GED) test for anyoneag 16

or older wishing, to receive'a high tchool:Jiploma other than through the regUla

,

Education Coi*usinon of t4St
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CONNECTICUT. - 1977, State Department of Education (continued) :

high school graduation process. The committee also recommends that a secure -form
of the Adult Performance Level (APL) Survey also be given with the GED test.

The state board of education will consider this proposal at itsJune and July monthly
meetings.

Fall 1977, State Board of Education:

On November 2;,,1977,'the state board of education passed a resolution asking, the
state department'of education to seek permission from the American Councilmon

Education.to adminiSw the General Educational Development (GED) test
to students ages 16 orollier. The department'of education expects to have,a program
in place for recentand potential dropouts. by September of 1978. 'Rules and regula-
tions along with training programs for guidance counselors are under development.
The Adult Performance Level (AK) Survey will 310 be a part of the program..-

`
For more information contact:

'John Ryan
N,

Connecticut Department o'Eclucation
State Office Building
P.O. Box 2219
Wartford, Connecticut 06115 N,

. (205) S66-4382
N.

Ns

N -

Ns
.s:

DELAWARE 1976-77 ,State Department of Education: .(Reported In -Rpm VI, 6/1/77)
v . N. .

lni December of 1976,:the state board of education approved a resolution &tling for
the state department Of edugtiOn to develop a. list of Level II competericiit.o be
used as an additionaIliequirAment .for' high school graduation. The first drafivf.
these performance indicators along, with suggested implemintatiOn procedures was 'N,

sent to local school districts in the spring of'.1977. Local districts returned.
their comments and suggestions to the state department of education by June 1, 1977, ''''',,,,

withthe state depart4ent, of education revised -plan due back before the state board
in July. Local district reaction varied from postponing the deadline (program in
place for the fall of 1981) for one gear to developing a program assessing Level J
competencies (reading, writing and mathematics) rather than Level II competencies
(the application of Leval I competencies).

_

..._. ......_

-

A commercial testing agency has been awarded a contract ia-develop a baseline test-
ing instrument to bgiven in theapring.of 1978 to 11th graders.

. 4. .
.

.
. .

To date, the statewide taking program, administered to grades 1, 1 and 8 has not
been associated with the competency high school graduation reqUirement. ,

*all 1977, State Board of Education:
.

On September 15, 1977, the state board of education approved 4 new schedule for. the
performance -based i.roject. In tniswersion,,districts will review their promotion

.

\

Eduattson Ceeentopon of th* States -12- Ar1C '.
_- . *-0

''-+ .
..---1---- re.



ALAWARE Fall 1977, State Board of Eduition (continued):

policies for elementary pupils by May 1378, tomake sure students pass to a higher
grade.only after they show competence in basic skills. Districts Will review S0001
dary promOtion policies by May 1979. After these reviews, the state board 411 set
performance levels' in'reading, writing, and arithmetic by July 1979, and the high
schooi class g 1981 will be obliged to reach. those levels to earn a diploma.

n'the clew policy the board also urges that reading be taught in all grades; obliges
tech schools to Spell out competencies in vocational courses by June 1978; and

calls ter a statewide test of grade 11 by June 1978. The test will be modeled on
the adultperformance level test given previously, Dr. Broyles said. and will show -

how well students 'can apply their basic skills. Dr..Brdyles said committee yil4
suggest criteria for local prOmotiOn policies, but districts are Tree to set their
own levels.' The promotion policies take effect in the school year that follows these
completion dates.

For more informavio contact:

Dee Lafferty
Executive Director .

Delaware School Boards Association
308 South State 'Street
Dover, Delaware 19901
(302) 678-2265 .

Fail 1977, Governor's Commission:

In September' of 1977, Governor Sherman Tribbitt appointed'a.commission on the
future'of education. The 28-member commission, chaired by Kenneth M. Smith, the
governor's special assistant for education, is studying five areas Of education: -

1. Declining enrollments,
The progress of competency-based education

3. Job skills
i. Those not served by edutation'
S. School discipline,

The finalreport of the commission will be issued in December of 19'7.

For more information contact:

Fred Stern
Governor's Office'
Aegislative Hall
Dover, Delaware 19901
OW-678-4101

eeg- 1

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. - fall _19;7. School District:

Since 1972 the public schools have been adminiitering a criterion referenced test.
*reading and mathematics -in grades 1-9. The California'test bureau developed in-
strumest is given on a pre and 1)64-test schedule in order to assist in the organization

A

Education Commission of the Stasi



DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA - Fall 1977, School District (continued):

.

t i

and, planning for instruction. Work is now underway to correlate this test to a norm-
eferenced test to b adainstered i! grades 3, 6 and 9. The primary thrust of, this

Oer
effort is to develo a competency -based curriculum. It is anticipated that 12th .
grade exit compete ies will be atizssed after'the ;ompetency-based *curriculuA is

.

'in plaie.
-

William Spady, on lehve'from.the National Iostitufe for Education (N1E), is.spending-
the school year assisting the district in the development of this program.

For more information contact:
-

.

Dr. Jaies Guines
'Assoc. Superintendent of Curriculum

and instructlon Services
(202) 724-417S

'o ft *
0

FLORIDA - 1973, Legislation'(Enatied): (Reported in UPDATE VI, 6/1/77)

C338 340 of 1975 (F.S. 229.814) ProvisiOnallylowersiheage of compulsory school
.....

atteneance from 16 to 14 years. /4eAet provides 'that any student who is at least
16 years old may be peimitted to take a high school equivalency diploma examination;
and that students.who are 'at least 14 and have the spgrovaPpf a parent or guardian
also.may be permitted to take the.eximination. Any student who attains satisfactory '

performance' on the examination shall.be awarded a high school equivalency diploma
and shall be exempted ffom the compulsory-school attehdinee-foqutrehents,--NOTEr7--
This law was amended in 1976-47 Section IX of CSSB07.1see below). This amendment
removed age requirements and put the emphasii on reform of the total secondary school
system end how students inteifaCe with their postsecondary educition programs.'
Equivalency-examinations are still'included in the law.

- 1976, LegiSlation Enacted): (Repotted in UPDATE'VI, 6/1/77)

B 107-of.,1976 (Ch. 76.226) This is.,an extensive law-modifying many:sections of
existing cdde. Acceuntability,-comprehensive'plahning.by state departments of

education And local districts, equivalencyLexaminations, subject area examinations
and gride-to-grad promotion.are.all.affected. The sections which specifically
apply ter minimal competency testing are:

- Section 1. 'Set4 forth a Ooretitle, "The Edftetional Accountability Act of 1976,"'.
and legislatiVe intent, which includes a requirement that the state system.of public
education give students ai least the minimuh skills Necessary to function and sur-
viire in today's,society. .

.... 1

.

&
. .

Section 6. Sulisuntially rewords the statute'authorizing the'statewide'tesiing proL,
gram to clarify legislative intent. Theprogram will test 'students' basic skills
in grades 3, S, 8 and iland the data will be used to improve the state systeM of
education by identifying needs and assessing how well districts and schools are
meeting midimmh standards.-- how well education programs are equipping students with

......- ''''''' thWirtildtMUtrSkitts-nevessary_wgm5xisi nd survive in today's society-:

I '''1.
, .

Ai
.. , ...........

, .



FLORIDA - I97b Lo illation Enacted continued ':

The commissioner of education is required to monitor theresults of.the statewide
testing and provide technical assistance to those districts'wilare deficiencies are.
identified. .

Section 9. Amends F.S. 229.814, to provide fdr subject area examinations in addi-.
tion to the high school equivalency examination which shall be made availableto
eligible students.- The bIll further amilindS,this section to-require 'school districts
and comiunity colleges to plan cooperatively-to provide advanced instruction to..
students who demonstrate readiness for such activities.

lk
S tion 13. Amend .S. 230.2311, (TheBasic Skills Act) to provide that baiic

. .

;04;

.
.

ills must be. d to performance and ability to.survive in today's society ..1-
"functional literacy." .

* N
! P '

Section IS. Required programs cifluipil progression based upon performance by
July I, 1977 (designed to eliminate social promotion).

.

Such programs must be based upon local goals and Okjectivet. More emphasis must
be placed on performance in'imicskills (on statewide tests) before Students may
progress from-grades 3, 5, 8 and II. Other factors for progression must be set.by
school board

. .

By the 1978-79 school year, there must be established district standards for high
school graduation that are to-include: (I) mastery of basic ,,,kills and satisfac-
tory performance in functional literacy as designated by the state; and (2) comple,'
tionofthe minimum number of credits required by the district scbool.board,- Each
.clistrictis.equired to provide remediation for students unable to meet suchStan-,
dards,--and-to:Lprovide_for the_awarding aditferentiated diplomas totorrespond___-1:__
with. the varying achievement levels-and cbppetincies of graduates, .

. 1976., Legislation (Failed): (Reported in' UPDATE VI, 6/1/77)

HB 2455 (died in committee) Would have repealed CSSB 340 of 1975.

118 2659 At one, time in the 14767iessiep,.the bill was similar to an early version
7,173z-r07 whipassed as CSSB 107 (Ch. /6-223). See Legislation.Enacted.

HB 2877 Func al. literacy exam/lith grade. Requires 11th grade students 'to pass
Taar3bai Iiteracy'eiamination in leading, writingand mathematic,prior to. high
school graduation, with appropriate exams at the 5th grade and, for promotion to
the next'gradil'at the 3rd and 8th grades, beginning in September 1977.
(Similar.to,fik 2659) .

- 1977, Legislation (Failed):

'HB 203 Would pekm4 school districts to conduct dismissal hearings forinstructional
_personnel for failure to teach students to reach state sanimuft performance standards.

Same as HB 203.

W

CS B 338 similar to CSHB 1076 and 1005) Delays by &o years; until 14080-8i. school

IS
r's
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FLORIDA .- 1977, LegtsFatioe (Failed).
r

0
year, 'requirement 'that, district school
'different kinds of diplomas.

"

(continued):

boards establi h graduation standards with
. A.

r Fall 1977 State artmeni of Education:

' Implementation of CSSB 107 f 976 by the state department of education has-taken
a variety'of directions. A.q ck summary looks like this: - a!

,. . .

.

Early Exit front- Nigh School' This progam_esingthe General'EdUcational Development
(GED) tests vent intolse fr school districts durin the fall of 1977. The Florida'
Department ofEducation is using-the GED tele battery under a special arrangement
with the American Council on Education. Since September 1977, 2S students have
attempted the test. Information On-number passing is not yet available.

Subject Area Examinations he department of education has assembled a list of
?approved. ;,' norm referenced tests. which districts mar use .or they have the option
of.ustng and developing. their own subject area examinations. This program will
-be operable by vibliblary 41978.

>

PupilProgression 'the statewide basiCskilrs test administered at grades 3. S.

- 8 and 11.will serve as,a screening device controlling passage'to the next grade
level. Each school district must develop its ompupil progression plan and file
it with the department of education.' This plan rust show how they.deal with the
standards set by the state (Temediation, etc.) and what steps the district will
take for'the'gradel hot covered in the state s.ssessment.

.
.

High School Graduation. The first functional literacy' test was administered to kith
---------greders-tn-Ottober-of-1977. Viltrict7ievelrishittwill:be-reledStd Et-the 'end-of.

*Wernher 1977 and state level results in December of1977.

For more information contact:

'Z.

Kei Lowe
Director of TestDevelopment
State Department of Education_
Knott Building
Tallahassee; Florida 32303
(904) 488-8198

- 19774-Local Diitricts:

Duvall County,4acksonvikle High school seniors
a one -hour. test of functional'literacy. In the
the local testing program and will use.only the

for more information contact:

'Howard Witiesett .

--5upervisor or Program Ad
%Pupil Evaluation

'1904) 633,'5758

forgraduating-class of 1977.took
fall of 1977 the district dropped
statewide functional literacy test.

educatiow Caiinioeion of the Stotts
. .
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01.011IDA .- Local District:.
. 4.

. . . .

West Palm Beach The school board took action May 1976 requiring. all. high sqhooL
juniors to takq the APL. -high school .level test. Beginning with the class 00 1978
all students must pass this test as a requirement for cbtaining:a diploma. The
district will continue to use the APL test in addition to the state mandated func-
tional literacy test.

Ferlmore information contact:

Jerry Williams
Director of P.ogram Evaluation
(305) 683 -0050

* Ye`

EORGIA 1977, State Department of Education: (Reported in UPDATE VI, 6/1/77)

St dent Assessment As part of along-range!gan to fundilocal-sihool districts-
tfirough a, program of comprehensive planning;the-departmfint of education -is w kr

ing witI'a number of neW-programs, one of which idvolves student assessment Tests
in reading, mathi social studias'and science, for grades and 8 have been iris-
cored for two years. The tests for grade lb are nearing completion-and th 12th
grade exit test will be-completed-during the077-78schgei year. In, 1976 he state
board of education called for astudy'to determine if the 4th grade reading est
could be 'used'for creating a standardor promotion to fifth grade. This s udy,
being conducted by the Educational Testing Service, will most probably be reported
-te the state board qf.edu ation,during'the summer of 1977. 0 .-

nigh SchooGraduation In November 14 1976, the:state board of education adopted
,a resolution callinglOria study to investigate the passibility of Chdtiging-high_

school graduation requirements so as to includCminimal proficiency standards for
the.life'role skills,-including specific recommendationaor the student: as the
learner, the'indivldual, the, citizen, the consumprald-the producer. The reCommen-

t( &dins are modeled after the Oregon high school gradhation requirements.

.. "
after a series of plann0g,and invitaiionai conferences, nine school districts have
been selected by. the state department of education to work on pilot aspects of re-
structuring thehigh.school graduation requiriments. The 1977 General Assembly
appropriated'S250,000-toUsist with this .process. N'

- ;Fall 1977, State"Department of Education:

Nine school distritts are participating as pilot schools in the study for restruc-
turina.high school graduation requireients.. Included in -the pilot effort is work
on minimum'ext.t, items,'rest itaxminterest-area competencies which may correspond to
prior6subtest area requirements and cover ,the range of-competencies from minimum
up. Also iniluded.in the pilot, effort is ddvelopmental'wOrk on standards; compe-
tencies; indicators .and implementation Nam._ Information gathered in' this pilot
effort w111 be used hy the state board'of education for policy decisions on minimal

mpetensr standards and other changes _related to curriculum and guidance.programs. .

I
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GEORGIA Fs.t.,19117_'1 State 'Department of 'Education contintio0:

For more information contact:
a.

. ,
...

Ms. Debra Sharpe .

.Director of Competency-Bated Educatiogi.
..,,'Georgia Departiment of Education

1

Atlanta Georgia 30334
(404) 1i6-2598

** *** **
1

HAWAII - Pall 1977, State Department of Education:

.s

High School GriadUation A graduation,requireMents task force is currently studying;,
the need to change the requirements for graduation to include attainment of minimum
competencies 'in eight foUndation program areas. Final determination of. -the set of
minimum competencies is to include public input through a survey questionnaire;
A minimum competency tes(s) is being contracted for development with a pilot test
dateof March 1978 so that board of education action can bi recommended in luimer
1978 toeffect incoming ninth graders in Pall 1978.

For more information contact:
.

Mildred S. Higashi
Administrator, Sciences and Humah49es
Hawaii Department of,Education
P.O. Box. 2360 \'\
Honolulu, Hawaii 96804

- 1977. Legislation (Failed):

House Resolution_243 . Called for-the state department of education to conduct an
in-house study on the feasibility of a statewide test for high school graduation.

. ,a . * p

.,

IbAHO - 1976 ,Legislation (Failed): (Reportedin
v
UPDATE VI, 6/1(77)

.

,
SB 1390 -This bill would havedirected the state superintendent ofenOlic instrUt
tio o develop.a testing progrim covering the basic skill areas. :47httest results
Were- to -be reporieclto the legislature. .- . . .

. .

1977. State Board of Education; (Reportedin. UPDATE VI, 6/1/77)A____ ..

,

\t.t %4

. .
.

in February 1977, the idahOstateb4amd of educati -1@optod-lfew graduation re
quirements add a'diitrict=o6tion:proficiency)mmpoma thatjgeasdres competency in

..'444tilidistricts':Will be.reqiiiredice,' ye: the test....begin4 Anihe ninth grsde
11,114inS-writing,- arithmetic-add spell prior to hiih44h,m4graduation. Parti-

and to.provide4emedial-Work'fOr the students not.passing'the'itabiards. 'StUdents
'._,,will graduitewith.adicloda-leiring tut state board.ofeduCation seal. Students

who- are notinTartXpipeting dismiloWill'recoive certificates orattendance-or-
a Plaiii.'diplcusi. .

SdwrisdomammiimionotMeStairs
.t 'le' 22.



IDAHO -0 Fall 1977, State Department .of Education:

The state department of education Is deve
will be taken out to the state for public
specifications wLll be written for select
at the state level. Field testing of 9th
1978. The test willobavailable for .use
year. The state board of education plan
to be the fl;st class-to receive high sch

For more information contact:

de"....A. D. Luke
Assoc. State Superintend*

for Instruction
. Idaho State Department Of

Education
Boise,.Idaho 83720
(208) 384-2165

.1

t I

lop1.4a list of statewide objectives that
opinion tests. Following, this activity
Ing a commercial test or writing a test
grade Items will begin in. the Spring of
in the 9th grade in the 1978-79 sc=1,-,

calls for the gr duatlng class of
ool diplomas wit the state seal.

ILLINOIS - 1976, Legislation (Failed): (Reported in UPDATE VI, 6/1/7 )

SB 1574 Would require.the'state board of education to develop basic reading and
writing, proficiency tests and prescribe- standards for perpons seeking a high school
diploma..-

SB 1575 Would require the board of higher *education to establish admission stan-
dards and require students to demonstrate -their reading and writing proficiency
prior Co enrolling in a public college, university or community collike.

- 1977, Legislation /Failed): (Reported in _UPDATE VI, 6/1/77)
.
Ni . . .

.
.

Hg 136a.. Requires the successful passage of reading, writing and mathematics pro-
l'imy- tests, as a condition for high-school graduation. (Places on interim stud)
calendar.)

HB 486,4181745 and SB 238 All contained Previsions for a competency testing pro-
gram aS a prerequisite iOr high school graduation. All bills are presdied'dead
in iommittee4. It is anticipated that the sponsor of SB 238 will prepare a resolU
tion calling tor the Illinois Department of Public Instruction to make a-study of
the testing currently being conducted by Illinois school districts.

- Fall 1977, interim Legislative Activity: .

The Senate is conducting an interim study on minimal competency testing.

Fall 1977, Local District:

Chicago The board of eduCiiion has adopted a program.creating a minimum competency
testing, program to begin with the oliss of 1878. .

C

0
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5..41.W00 - Fall 1977, Local District (continued):

ieoria The superintellent of schools-has initiated a competenciqiised education
srogram which calls for restructuring of all subject.area curriculum guides so as
to state Miniluit Ourse objectives and tighten graduation reqUirements: School :

persoinel,;with community feedback; are now workig on criterion referenced test
items in language arts, reading and mathematics. A minimum testing program will
be in effect for, the class of 1980.

For more information contact:

Chester W. OUgger. .

Diiector of Secondary Education.
3202 N. Wisconsin Avenue
'Peoria, Illinois 61603
(309) 672-6791

INDliNA - 1.977, Legislative Action:

e Senate education committee conducted an interim Atudyof the educational testing
of school students. and competency requirements for secondary school students.' The
committee did not .recommend that legislation be written.

- Fall 1977, State Department of Education:

'Aia meeting of the Senate education interim committee in November, the 'state depart-
. ment of educagon releas a tentative proposal calling forminNal competency test-

ing'in grada-4, 6, 8 a 10 in.reading, science and mathematics.
- ,

For more information contact:

Harold H..Negley
Superintendent of Public Instruction
(317)' 633-661D

Fall 1077, Local District:
:s 1

Gary Community School CorpurationGary, Indiana The board of education in Septem-
ber 1974 approved a program' requiring students to pass a competency test in reading,
writing. and amithmetic prior to graduation from high school. In the Fall of 1977
a test of oral communication was also added. LociLly deVeloped criterion-referent*d
tests were developed in reeding-and mathematics:: Out of 2322 seniors due to gradu

'in 1977, 'the first graduation- class,affected, nine were denied their diploma
because they had not passed one -or both of these tests. In the Fall of 1076 every
ninth, teith.and eleventh grader wrote a composition-10 that the schools =mid de-
termine who needed remedial assistance. The writing proficiency requl if due
to be.effective beginning with the class of 1978. The oral communicati n require-
Alms, which is being Reid tested in the Patt of 1978, will- not become tfectiv6
until the class of 1980 graduates.

The Gary school dap.strict 1s beginning to gathertevi8encoebn the effecti eness of
,

-20- . 41:



INDIANA -

this program
graduation..

For

t-

Fall 1977 Local distr ed

on students entering the
Is

more information contac .

Donaid,J. Henderson.
AdaiSTstrative Assistant,
Secondar?Education

Gary Community School Corporation
625 East Tenth Place
Gary, Indiana 46403
(219) $86-6400

nttoeship program following high schoOl

S.

.*

4

dr

10WA - 1977, Legislation (Failed): (Reported)in UPDATE VI, 6/1177) '

- .

SF ZS2' Would 'require all students to. pass tests in 'reading, writing and mathema-
tics in order to gtadukie... (Passed out of. Senate education committee, placed on
Senate calendar.) ,

. .

House File 590. This omnibus bill Coniains sections on foreigyanguage.requim4ent*1
approval standard district reorganifation, gifted and talented pilot programs and,P
a *action on profiklency standards for high school graduation: (Passed out of the
House education committee to the !louse calendar and than to the "Sifting Cbtamittqe.")

-

- 'Fall 1977, Legislative Activity:

The joint interim study committee on school finance studied the issue of minimal-
competency testing but made no formal.recommendation back to their respective educe-

.

alun committees.

SF 252 (see above) is technically still alive and on the calendar of she Senate
it cnuld see action when the new legislative' session'Oegins.

For more information contact: .

Iowa Association.of SchoOl Boards
707 Savings'and Loan Building
0e0 *Mel, Iowa 50309
(51S) 288-1996 -'

*******

4

I

KANSAS - 1976, Legialation (Failed): (Reported in UPDATE VI, 6/1/77)

SB 406 The measureOuld have required high school students 6 take a general
examization as a requirement for graduation.

.

r

a.

Education Contasinion only, State*
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KANSAS 1977 Legislation (Failed): (Reported. in UPDATE VI, 6/1/77)

HB 2139 Would require local boards oeeducation to adopt standards and prescribe
an examination for proficiency in baiic educational skills including, but not limited
to "reeding comprehension, writing and computation." After June 30; 1981, the state
board of education will certify that high school graduates have met ,the state "basic
educational skills" standards. Students not meeting the standard's will be certified
as having completed at;endance4in a four-year course 'of study.

Prior to July. 1, 1978, the state board of education in cooperation with the state
board of regentAthau determine and establish "standards.of proficiency in academic
skills" (also a standardized examination) for students preparing for adRission to
state colleges and universities: (Nate: House education coemittee conducted a one-
day hearing on the bill but did not report it out of committee.) ,

to

0

f
t. t

(,_ SB 268 The state board of-education would be tequired priorAi July of t978 to
' ;' adopt standards of proficiency in the Basic skills (reading,eomprehention% writing

.

and-computation) for graduation ftomitigh.school. The state will prescribe the,
standardized examination and get the standards of proficiency,' local boards will ad-
miniSter.the test and certify to the staie'thosestudents who have passed the test.

The proficiency examination will be administered.twice each year with all students
allowed to take the tot each time it is administered.'(Note: Bill died-in Com-
mittee.)

fall 1977 State Board or Education:
, ..

A task force appointed by the state boarl'of e tton gave it final rePOrtaiid,
recommendations on minimal competency to state board in November. Th;
force recommended: -

. '...

1. That the state board adopt s tie standards of minimal competency through legis--
..

lation with'appropriate state fund g. ,'-. "
2. Skill areas identified:- re 'ng, spelling and mathematics. .'
3. That the 'state board set competancy-siangards, a uniform statewide criterion-

referenced test and administer the test at. each grade level K -8 yearly. Students
in grades 9-12 would-be tested only if they tailed the test grew-01,31y.
d. Local school boards would,changepolicies and procedures IL order to alter

the learning *great for re, diction. It was' recommended that the state .pick up

the cost of remediation. .
_

S. The taskorce also recommended that failure of the test be recorded on the
student transeriptAiut that the high,school diploma be 'awarded. -.7.

6.. A program of inservice training was recommended to assist teachers in pre- _ ...

.paring for the ,program: ... .. ..

Tme'board of eduCation will takeinal 'action at a later date. .
-;.

For more information contact: , -

Serie Bolton
_Commissioner of Education
Kansai Depattment of Education
_Topeka, Kansas 66612 ,

(915) 296-3421

!
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kENTDCk' - 1977 State. De artment of Education; (Reported in UPDATE VI, 6/1/.;;7)

In December of 1476 the state board of education instructed the state'department
of education to make a studx-of competency-based education and minimal. competency
testing for high school graduation and grade promotion.

A four-year plan of action was. submitted to the state board of education and approved
in the Spring of 1977. The plan calls for the development of criterieh-referenced
tests in reading, writing and arithmetic for grades 3, S, 8-and U. A series of
statewide task force groups are now being appointed.

- Fall 1977, Executive Branch:

In the Spring of 1977 Governor Julian Carroll appointed a governor's task force
on education. Three hundred sixty people including a steering 'committee of 40
reported their-recommendations back to the Overnor in October of 1977. This task
force recommended that a minimal competency testing program for high school gradua-
tren be enacted into law.

- Fall 1977, Legislative Activity:.

The interim committee on education is studying the recommendations made by the
governor's task force and mav write legislation for the 1978 session.

- Fall 1977, State Department of Education:

The state department of education's four task force groups continue towork on rec-
ommendations for a criterion-referenced minimal competency test in writing, reading,
and arithmetic, Si :ty-four people have been working on this task force. y final

report will be submitted to the board of education in February or 1arch.of 1978.

For more informaiion contact:

Dr. Donald Van Fleet
State Department of Public Instruction
17th Floor Capitol Tower
Frankfort, Kentucky 4 0601
(S02) 564-4394

LOUISIANA - 1976, Legislation (Enacted): (Reported in UPDATE VI, 6/1/77)

H8 810 Act 709 An accountability and.assessment law contains a section requiring
the establishment of reasonable minimum Levels of pupil proficiency -in-the basic
communication and-computational skill areas end the administration of uniform sys-
tem:of criterion-referended tests. High school graduation and grade promotion are
not mentioned. .

- 1977, State Department of Education: (Reported in UPDATE VI, 6/1/77)

After Act 709 was passed in 1916; the state department of education appointed a
190-person committee to study implementation procedures. This committee made

-237 .
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LOUISIANA - 1977: State Department of Education (continued):

recommendationsto the jointlegislative committee on education which resulted in
the drafting.of HB 27S.

- 1977, Legislation (Enactea):

HB 27S Act 621 'An educational accountability act includes a, section an pupil
proficiency:

A. The superintendent of education shall, by January 1, 1978, establish reason-
able minimum levels of pupil proficiency in the basic communication and computational
skills which shill be integrated into instructional programs. The superintendent
of education shall, by January 1, 1979, develop and administer a uniform system of
assessment based in part on criterion-referenced tests todetermine pupil status,
pupil progress, and the degree to which suchmEuimum proficiency standards have been
met. The grayle levels involved in such assessme

Th
t shall be chosen by the superin-\\

tendent. The local school governing bodies shall cooperate with the superintendent
and the state department of education in the admin.'s ti of this section.

,

.
',....,

. .

,
B. The school board of each district shall for the 19781979 school year and .

annually thereafter prepare a report of the aforementioned' assessment results 'which
shall include pupil assessment by grade and subject area for each school in the
district, including those grade levels as established by the superintendent; and
the board sheik file such report with the superintendent of education.

C.:. The state superintendent of eddcation shall make an annual'report of the:afore-
- mentioned assessment results. Such report shall include, but not be limited to, 'a

repOrt of the assessment results by grade and subject area for each school district
of the state. The superintendent, by JanUary 1, 1980, shall-also include in such
report an analysis and recommendations concerning the costs and differential effec-
tiveness of instructional programs.

D. In addition, the state department of education sball prepare and submit an -
annual report to each school district in the state, and to the education committees
of both houies of'the legislature,' containing an analysis, on a district.-"by-districf.
basis, of the results and testscores of-the testing program in the basic skills
courses. The report shall include, but shall not be limited to, an analysis of the !

following operational factors having a',substantive relationship to or bearing on
such results:*
(1).Average class site in grades one to three, inclusive; .
(2) Pupil-teacher ratio, in grades one to eight, inclusive;
(3) Average transitory factors as derived from dividing the average daily attendance

of the district or selected schools by the total annual enrollmertof the
district;

(4) Compensatory education needs in.each parish and city school system;
(5) Factors - affecting the assessment results;
(6) Curriculum, fextbooksand/or other teaching material as related

to the grade or subject areas tested.

E.' All test scores of individual students, average scores for individual classes
or schools, and average scores for individual school.-systemi shall be exempt'from
the Public Records Act (L.R.S.44:1-7). School boards may choose to.release test'
data if it does not identi*Individual students, classes, or teachers. All test



LOUIS1ANA - l477t Lot74;lation Enacted continued):
\

scores or test overawe released to.the public, hoi!ever, must be 4ompanied by a

complete analyiis of socioeconomic factors beyond the control of the school or school
system which have an 'effect on student scores.

For more information contact:

Gary Reed
Louisiana State Department of Education
Division of Research and' Development
P.O. Box 44064
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804

- 1977, Legislation (Failed):

LD 734 Basic Attainment of Skills in Children Act *would have local school districts
tie responsible for the establibhment of basic skills and the - incorporation of this
elembgt along with the successful completion of courses and teacher recommendations
as a requirement for high school graduation. -

The commissioner of education and Cultural services is to prepare for such aro-
gran by conducting a series of statewide meetings to obtain a consensus of what-
Maine citi:ens feel "should be a partial condition for graduation from secondary
school." Basedeon this consensus, the commissioner is to prepare a test to bead -'
ministered during-the senior year of high School,. (Note: This billwas re-drafted
during the lfAblative session and portions were included in LD 1810.)

19'7, Legislation /Enacted):
.7

- .

LD 1816 An Act to establish an assessment of student performance in the basic skills.
This bill calls-for thUState- board of education and the commissioner of education,
to conduct a publiC survey and hearing for citi:ens to express their concern on this
issue. To assist the .commissioner a representative panel of citizens shall'be ap-
pointed by the pembershfp of each of the following Organizations:

One me mber from each of the following organizations'.
- State Board_of.Education

Joint Standing COmmittee'on Education.
The Maine Council, ofi Education

- The Maine SecopdarY Principals Association
The Maine Eleientlry Principals Association

Two members from the Maine Teachers Association, one elementary and one secondary

Four members of-the public at large from rural and urban administrative units are
to be selected by the speaker of the, House of Representatives and the president of
the Senate.

1
1.%

2C
1'
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MAINE - 1977, L gisla0on (Enacted) (conIobip4 *so

Using citizen op' on the commissioner is to.oirep*ci. a test measuring basic
performance levels in elementary and secondarf fe40.1W..

.

Prior to January 1, 1978, an assessment of 1ichorr44e basic killnis to be
in conjunclion With;the Maine assessment of educaTtional rog si program.

The commissioner is to- premare a
1, 1978, on the above actillties
action.

1 p
For more informati4n contact:

'Horace P. Maicy, Jr.
Planning Spe$ialist
State Department of Educational
andCultural Services .

State Office Building
Augusta, Maine 04333
(207) 289-3076

skill'

made

report for.rt gooviloc- d legisi4t4Ire by February
along with recoMendatices tor,sisti foot policy

t. 4's

MARYLAND- - 1976, Legislation (Enacted): (Reported in UPDATE VI6/1/77)
.,. . 1

-

.

dB 1433 SM.A,C. Art.--=77, Sec. 980) This new section reqUires the state board of r

education to prescribe progrespively advanced minimum reading levels for grades --

2 through 12; and further provides that pupil may not enter grades 3 through eight
until it has been determined that he has met the minimum level for the previous

I

.

grade, with certain exemptions.

- 1976, Legislation (Failed): (Reported in UPDATE VI, 6/1/77)'

SJR 64 The proposal would have requested the
a minimum level of:proficiency in basic skill
graduation.

1977, Legislation (Enacted): '(Reported in UPDATE VI, 6/1/77)

-,t
_HE 1462 (Ch. 359) Effective July 1, 1977, this Act provides that:

state board of education to require
areas as a .prerequisite to high, school

"The State Board of Education shall presCribe for each grade two through twelve a
minimum level of reading ability which shall progressively rise with each succeeding
grade. If a local school board, based upon local assessmett of student progress
and in-conjunction with the Maryland accountability assessment program,. determines
that a student, in grades (two through seven) THREE, SEVEN AND NINE THROUGH ELEVEN,
has not met EITHER A MINIMUM GRADE LEVEL COMPETENCY OR the minimum reading level
as prescribed by the State Board of Education for the previous grade, the'..k-wient
'shall be either retained in the current grade_or enrolled in an appippriati reading
assistance program AS PART OF HIS OR HER INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAM. These provisions
may not be responsible solely for withholding grade adiancement.more than once in
grades two through seven. (Pupils who are ienrolIed in\speciaI reading assistance

,3C.

Sdueetion Coosionissionvf the States
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MARYLAND_ - 1977, Legislation (Enacted) (continued):

,programs, or who are performing up to'their reading capacity as determined by guide-
lines a4opted by local school boards in accordance with State bylaws, or who have
a physidal or mental handicap which affect4 his or her ability to read, are eite4t-i)
ALL STUDENTS EXCEPT THE MODERATE AND THE SEVERE AND PROFOUNDINTELLECTUALLY LIMITED
IN GRADES THREE, SEVEN, AND NINE.THROUGH ELEVEN SHALL BE INCLUDED."

- 1977, State Department of Education: (Reported in UPDA4E VI, 6/1/77)

in January Of 1977,
,

State Superintendent David W. Hornbeck. presented a plan to the.
itate board of educattarcalled'"Project Basic." The plan .approved by the. board
galls for the setting of new standards-for minimal competencies in areasof
MIRO development" by11982. These standards will apply to'high school graduatiOn,

Ai the present time staff for "Project Basic". is being assembled and vpromotional
cdpapaign explaining ;he program to citizens and school personnel As being .carried.

ouk.- he staff will be assigned the taiZof combining the state assessment. rogram
(survi reading test for grades 6,9 and 12) and the implementation'of newlr.
enacted\Ch. 5S9.

.0 Fall 1977, State Depaitment of Education:

Frojeci`Basic activity ineudes the devel ent of-statements 1,c)f competency andg'

in five areas: (1) Basid.skills --'readin .rriting and-mathematics,\. world -Of-
work, (3) world-of leisure, (citizenship and (5) survival These statements will. ,14
be takeh to citizen and education'groups in February and March of 1978 for their
reaction. The time schedule calls for state board of-education tot approve minimum
:competency statements in the five areas by July of 1978.

The Maryland functionalreading test will be ready for schooldistrict use in 1978-79
(9th grade) for the class of 1982. Mathematics and writing testsiare to be developed
next followed by 'the other four competency areas. .

;

4- 1
'The departient of.education plans to prepare and copyright its five-year plan of
action. The report --. Maryland's Comprehensive Plan for Competency-Based Education-- -
will be available in December of-1977., a

For more information.contact:

Floretta D. McKenzie "
Assistant Deputy State Superintendent
P.0.1164 8717,..BWI Airport
Baltimore, Maryland 2.240

.

(3Q1) 796-8300

----- -Fall lilt' Legislative Aativitv:i :*-1

.

The House waysand means committee has conducted.an interim tudy on minimum tom-
petency testing as a iiquiremerflor all grade levels.

* * * * *. * * * *

4rEdWai612C9ISMiniOn0flitelStalts-
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.',,MASSACHUSETTS - 1971; Legislation (Pendinj and Failed): (Reported tit UPDATE VI,

f
- 64/77).

. ,

.

H 3284 The state.board Of educatiOn 10O-de4lop examinations for testing com-
petency in the areas of matItemaiics, social studies', sciendeolIngliihfliterature, ,

language and'business: Thevtests are to be reviewed:each year and administered ''.,

aethe.end.of ninth, 'tench And eleventh,grades. The state tioardef education 'is ?...-

to establish passidi scores,for-each-testand determine standards for a high school'
diploma.iisued'by the state. (Note: dead incommittie.)

'1/4 -

,.-!. .

i., Several other bills containirig provisions for tasting in the basic skill areas were
-&

introduced. 'Fall text copies of these bills were not in hand as this report.was
*1-. .

.

,

o.' prepared -- a more completeopummary wpi-be lade in the next "Update." 'Status and
.01 bill numbers are: !

.

.

6 4600 , dead
H 5658-- re-drafted into H.5949
H 5905 (study), dead ,

ti

H 822 - dead
H2136 - re-drafted, into H 5949-
H 5949 - alive in Hotise Ways.: and Means Committee

-

A

- it

- 1977, State Department of Education: -(Reported in UPDATE VI, 6/1/77)

The state departOnt of eduication,continues its study of-high school competencies
for the state board of eduC4t'on.

The policy committee in an4 in report, June 1977, recommended to O-the state
board of educaiion that tfiey co -der mandating and testing student, competencies

the' areas ofcoMmunication an computation. 4everal state level tisk force
\\ groups are working,en details of t recommendation. ..Theareas'of career infor-
'etation, social responsibility, environment-and culture are still under consiHeration.

Thestate dePartment_of education anticipates thefinal recommendations, inclUding
feedback from a series, of stateside hearings, will be made in June of 1978.

F .00
Fall 1977, State.DePartment of Education:

'Theadvisorkcommittee on high. school graditation requirements isisibliShed in May..
_Of,1976 continues' to work. off procedUres and policies for implementing a statewide

. ,

competeney,stbn\ dards progip4 -Two reports have been given_to'the state. board of
educationWit:lift al recommenditionsto.be:made.imihne of 1978: These recommends-
tIOns:are to reflect citizen and educator reaction and recommendations. During/ ..
.Noirember and Defembe Of 1977-a series Statewide workshops was conducted to gather

-s, 1 -
. .:'this in ut

t
H -.1

_Tentatively the Fproposal 411e foi ;S11 public °or students, by the time, they
.graduati..from4hipi.school, to emo#strate .the a tainment of certain essential comT
petenCieS. ."401ntlai cimpe ncie0 are defined as.the*skills.4hich-indiViduals
need' to function- -effectively i most everyday social,econemic%and political :- situa=
tions....INtre4rntwo:,componentsi8 these skills1-- basic.akills (reading,
speaking ind:-compAiing) Ils,:the ability to use and.apply4-asic.skills
in real -life activities. 1

\ .32,
Ethiftion 4oniiikchiPiof the States
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MASSACHUSEtt Fall 1977 'State Department of Education'(continued):'

e

Six "ossontial competency" areas have been identifi;A:' (1) CommunicatiOnskills,
(2) Mathematical skills, (3).Careir information's. (4) Social responsibility, IS)
Environment (scie0e,"ecology)and (6) Cultuie (history, the arts). .To date the
committee has recommended standards in the first two.areit.

Tentative implemintation recommendation options, call for testing to begin in grades
'409 with local districts mandated to adopt_the state requirements for high school
graduation.

For more information on theproposed essential competency standards
. 7

program contact:

,Les May

Bureau of Research and Assessment
State Department. of Education
31 St. James Avenue
Boston, Massachusetts 02116'
(617) 727-8497

1977, Local District: S
. )

Poston Is working to develop a program of minimum competency. They are now devel-.
aping objectives and criteria. program isto apply to grades K-6. A parent
handbook has been developed'for stribution to all parents so they may assist
'their children and supplement th it child's education. The thruit of the,program
is on remediation.

* * * * * * * * * *
s

MICHIGAN- 1976, Legislation (Failed: (Reported in ObATE-VI, 6/1177)

HB 6679 Competency examinations for basic high school cu iculum would be required

11
by this measure. Certificates would be granted. . 1

SB 1608 A student would be 2Srohibitefrom receiving 4 high.; school diploma Unless
a comprehensive. examination were passed. Thg,teAt oplad he prescribed by the state
department of education and would reflect a .th#14oCremghg.proficiency appropriate
for a high school graduate.

A.

1-'1977, Legislation cPiridin4):

SB 744' Students cannot graduate fTem.high. school' unless Competent in the basic
skills areas. No mention/ is made of remediation far those failing.'

. .

- 1977, State Department.of Education: (Reported in UPDATE.V4 611177)

he Michigan educational assessmeniprOgram tests minimal performance objectives
*fin reading and, mathematics at grades 4 and 7 witha recent addition of a testy for

grade 10. The resuLts.of the,tests are reported on anindividual, class, school
district and-state bases. Grade promotion is not the'intendedpurpose of these'
tests.-- "Also under consideratibn is7a 0th grade basicskills.test.

tt.
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MICHIGAN - 1971 State Departient of-Educ ncontinuedr:

The Michigan state. board of education is considering-the adoption of a 12th grade
minimaCcompetenCy test covering life role competencies in.four-areas:.-(4-per.

, sonal,'Llmmily and money, (b) civic andsocial responsibilities, (c) aesthetic and
'humanistic,-,and (d) employment.

- Fail.1977, State, Department of .Education:

The department of. education in conjunction with 16 school districts
10th grade,life role competency objectives and test. The four life
addressed are: (1.) personal/family, (2) employment, (3) aesthetic,
leisure time and (4) civic/social.

For more information, contact:

Ed Rdeber
Supervisor, Michigan Assessment Program 4
State Department of Education
P.O. 83X 39008
.620 Michigan National Tower

',Lansing, Michigan 48909
(517) 37348393

1977 :Local District:

.

Detroit The board of fseducation hat apprdv ed a plan calling for students to pass
a basic and life skills test before, graduation. This program will affect the class
of 1979.

is working
role areas
humanistic

on
being
and

For more information'- contact:

Stu Rankin
Assistant.Supeiintendent for Resea#h

and Evaluation
Detroit Public Schools
(313) 494-1100

* * * * * * * * * *

4 *"

MINNESOTA - ,1977; Legislition (Cartied over):

Ht 44 Provides that the commissioner
establish desirable minimum standards
grades '3, 6,%9.and 12. The bill also
went of education for the development
and consultants.

-

t.

of education; prior to June 20, 1978, shall
of reading/ichievement for pupilt completing
.makesahlappropriation to the state depart-'
and disseminati of tests and for, teachers

HF'118. Providei for a statewide program. of, assessment ofminimal competency in .

reading, math, language arts and othir.general subject areas. 'It' would also pro-
'vide.foi a piogram of remedial aid for the 25 percent of- he students who 'have ;the
greatest .need.

Edamtiote'Cominissitot of me States
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MINNESOTA - 1977, Legislation (Carried ove'rY (confinued):

,

HP 1641 Requires the state department of education.to.establish Stapjdards of mini-
mal-levetcompetency ill thAbasic skills'for all studenta in elementary,and secon-

. % dary grades. It would also.requiresstatewide 'testing', prp and-post, .n grades

K-12. School districts would have.tn-developa basic skills Assistance program
to take care of remediation. The bill would prohibit the tracking of students and
would also mandate parent and coMiunity participation.

. .

. . .
. . .

(NOTE: The three above house bills were assigned to the mammal standards subcom-
mittee of the house educationtokmittee. An inter*studi by this subcommittee
will be conducted 'during the Summer and Pall-of 1977.

1 . .
.

. ,.
.. ,

-SF 862 'This bill woulletmitstudents pasaingthe.General Educational Development
701M7test to be issued competency certificeP\

. ,
.

.

(

.Fal1,1977,'Stati Department oVEducatiOn:,
.

.

The- minimum standards foil secondary education. task force.establishedby the state
'board of education in 1915 continues itswork on recombendations for a competenc7
based testing program.inthe basic skillareas.-- Thertaskeforce. has recommended/that
goal statements be drawn up in six areas: .(1),basic skills, (2) 'personal develop-. 4

ment;'(5) communicatiOn'and,culture, (4) sutvi al studies, (5) mathematics, science

1
'- and technology, and (6) career and vocational. Seventeen goal statements for these

Six- aVeas have been prepared for statewide rea `ion.. Anelaborate process involving .i.v- .san
statewide meetings, a questionnaire and a'random telephone survey will be used.
Whenthis process is completed the state department of education will draw up mini-
mum standards for evenual'adoption into state regulations. .

, .

4.

1

For morcinformatifn contact:

Ray Peterson
Minnesota Department of Education

, 712 Capitol Square, Building
St. Paul, Minnesota 55101
(612) 296 -2414

- 1977, Local District:

The St. Paul -open sch6o1, under. the St. Paul- Public SCho,A, requires students,
prior to graduation, to demonstrate proficiency in the areas, of: dOniumer aware-
ness, cultural awareness, information finding, community involvement,personal
skilla'and careerAwareness. Students are expected to use these skills in a practi-
cal experience application exercise. -

For more information contact;

Joe Nathan
'St. Paul 00n. School

.

St. Paul Public.Schoola ,

97 gait' Central-Amenue
St. Paul, Minnesota '5501,

(612) 224-9421 ' .

-

_ .

r _

o
r.
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"MISSISSIPPI - .1977, Legislation (Failed): (Reported in UPDATE VI, 6/1177)

HBO. Test students at various grade levels (died in. committee);

511 2295 Student ash evement testing (died in committee); .

SB 2423 Establish high school proficiency examination (died in:tommittee).

- Fall 1977, State Department of Education:

A subcommittee of the state accreditation commission has completed a year-long
study of high school' graduation requirements as they relate to minima; competency
testing. This report and recommendations will b'e sent to the full'tommission in
November. of 1977. The accreditation commission will send its recomisendations to A

-the state board of education later in the year,

For more information contact:

Dr. Ralph Brewer
Direitor, Division of Instrilicion

Hissiaiippi Department of Education =
Jackson, Missis'si'ppi 39205

(60I) 354-6933
4; '

1441.

MISSOURI - 1977, State Departmentof &Ideation: '(Reported in UPDATE VI, 0/1/77)

In 1976 the'state board of education requested that the statedepartmeni of eduta-
tion develop a test to measure the application of basic skills in the areas of reading,
mathematics, and governmeht/etonomica. In the spring of 1977 the'department of
edUcatiOn pilot- tested the Basit Education Skills Test (BEST) at,grades S, 10, 12 in
SI of the, state's 450 school districts. .The test conaistsof 13 objectives in each
of the.three subject areas with loge test items per objective. The BEST instrument
will be copyrights y.t.be department of echication.

In t e 19"7-78 school year, local diltcicts may voluntarily use the test in grades
81 4 above. In the 1978-79 yeas, the test will be mandated for all eighth graders.

.

4

The state board has not established graduation or grade promotion standards for the ,

test and is not expected to do so in the near future. /

-Fall 1977, State Department of Education:

By November of 1977, 401 out of 456:schooI.districts.have elected to.voluntariIy-.
test 8th graders during the 1977-78 ithooI4ear. The test will be givenin March
-a d4 April 1078 to60,000pIus 8th grade students. The state department of educatiOn
'plans several analytic reports following this preliminary test. All scwooLdistricts
are'mandated to give the .8th grade test ift 1978-79;

.4.

. -
FaII.1977L Interim Legislative Action: .*

r .
. . f 'Y

The House intcrim'coMmiitee on fiscal affaiss has pie-filed a'bill which would
... .., 0

. . .> %.,, ...

Education Co mmitsion of .theStates'. - '



MISSOURI Fall 1977 Interim Legislative Action (continued):

require the state.board of education to.mandateminimum student performance star -a,
dards in reading, writing and mathematics. (Note: Bill_numbei not yet available:)

* * * * * * * * * * *

'MONTANA - Fall 1977, State Activity:

It

Montana school boards' association is contemplating a statewide study commissio .

",to study the Egplicetion.s.of creating astatewide minimal competency testing-program
-in,the state; The association plans to involve representatiyes from a variety of

agencies-, and education groups.

ff

For more information contact:
t

Leonard H. Sargent
Executive Director
Montana School Boards Association
SO1 Sancrers

Helena, Montana 59601
(406) 442-2180

4
-. Fall 197/, State Department of Public Instruction:

The department of public instruction is developing a position paper on .

based testing.

4r .

For more ittformation cons ct:

Dr. Bill Connett
Manager of Resources and Assessment
Office of Public Instruction
State Capitol,

Montana 59601
(406) 449-3693

,

* * * * * * *

.'. .

NEBRASKA 1977i..:State Department'ofEducations (Reported in UPDATE Vi, 60/77)

Beginning in 1975 the state department of education has required local school dis-
tricts to establish minimal performance kevelsin reeding, writing and mathematics.
Testing begins in the 5th-grade and continues until mastery is achieved by each

' . student in each skill area.
4 4

To iisist school districts the department q11.education has developed the Nebraska .

Assessment Battery of Essential Learning Skills (N-ABELS). Districts using the
test agree to use i for

The
least two yeart on a continuing basis in order to

i
. e test is not to be used for

grade retention, or rogation.

.

l
-53-

37
Education Conterission of the States



4

NEBRASVA - 1977; State Department of Education (continued):

The stater department of education is currently contemplating a follow-up study on
the use of this it4trument.

- Pall 1977e. State Department Of Education:

A statewide assessment committee, the educational progress' committee, fs now com-
pleting A stu;Y:on new directions for state assessment: The final report will be
presented to the !tate board of education in December of 1978.

The .department has alto made some administrative and minormehni 1 changes in
the N-A8ELS test.

For more information contact:

Hugh Harlan
School Management DiVision
Nebraska Department of ucation
23,3 South 10th Street
Lincoln, Nebraska 68S
(402) 471-2444

or
DaviaAbelow
Planning and Evaluation Division

'Nebraska Department of Education
(402) 471,-2486

1977- Local District:

Nesttde Community Schools, District 66, Omaha, Nebraska has a program requiring
high chooi students to pasvar.test of, minimum competency before graduating from
high school. 'The program was in effect for-the school year 1976-77. The locally
developed test measures competencies in seven areas: (1) reading, .(2) mathematics,
(3) written communication, (4) oral communisation, (3) consumerism, (6) the demo-.
cratic process and (7) prob1em solving.

For more information contact:

James Findley .

Assistant Principal
Westside High School.
School District 66
Omaha,-Nebraska 68114
(402) 391 -1266

* *

'NEVADA - 1977, Legislation TEnacted): (Reported in UPDiO4A; 6/1177)-

A8 400 The state b d of education is to prescribe'A proficiency examination in
Magi, writing an mathematics which is to te administered at the end of grades
6, 9, and 12. "Students may be promAed,to the next grae if they 'fail on examinations

te.aestan CoamissOon of thiStotes
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NEVADA 1977, Legislation (Enacted) (continued):

but remedial work is to be provided. High 'school graduation is coningent,upon
passing the examination.

- 1977, Legislation (Failed): (Reported in UPDATE VI, 6/i/17)

A8 293 Would require local school boards to administer competency examinations
in reading, writing, computation, American history and AmeriCan government at the
end of grades, 3, 6, 9 and 12.413 Promotion to the next grade and high school gradua-
tion,would be contingent on p sing the examination.

.

AS 293 Would require public schoois togive competency examinations in reading,
MWg, computation, American history and American government at the end of grades
0, 8, 10 and 12. Prometion to the next. grade and high school graduation would be
contingent on passing the examination.

1A8 9 This bill.would have the state beard of education adopt and distribute to
each school district maintaining a middle school. junior high.school or high school
minimum academic standards for graduation including performance indicators. The
standards of proficiency shall, include reading comprehension, writing and computa-
tion skills. Different standards of proficiency may be adopted for pupils with
diagnosed learning disabilities. local boards.ihall assess progress at least once
diringt7th and 9th grade and twice during tenth, twelfth grades. Parent conferences
and remedial work must be provided.

_ S8 324 Periodic comprehensive examinations areto be given at the end of grades
3, 6, 9,10, 11 and 12 in the subject matter areas of reading, mathema-
tics, AmeriCan history, American governmeni,.biSic economics and basic logic and
reasoning.' Failure of any examihation' would brihg on remedial work or a repeat
of the course or grade. ttudepts would not be promoted to the next grade or gradu-
ate unless tests were paised. The'state department ef -education is to prescribe
the examination and standards.

SCR 14 Would have the legislative commisslon study the subject of pupil achieve-
ment in public schools. The study may include the Ibllowing questions:

1% How pupil achievement in Nevada compares with that of other states;
2. Whether pupil achievement in Nevada is significantly lower today than in the-

past;
1

3. Whether school Curriculum requirements throughbut the State are sufficiently
comprehensive and whether the standards are sufficiently rigid' to ensure that pupils
ara adequately prepared for work or further education; .

..

4. Whether there is need for the legislature to mandati'certain basic curriculum
standards; . . .

S. Whether clasSroom discipline is a serious problem in Nevada schools and; if
so, the extent to Which it affects pupil achievement;
6. .Whether there isarelationship between pupil achievement and pupil-teacher

ratios, and whether in Nevada the ratios have reached a critical level.'
7. 'What types of legislative action might be advisable-if classroom dAcipline

and.pupil -tcacher ratios are.four.1 to adversely affecting pbpil achievement;

S. Whether minimum competency standards for IL high school diploma should be iF-
posed, and if so, whether state-prescribed examinations should be used;,

-33-
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NEVADA - ,19774 Legislation (Palled) (continued) :

,--

9. If competency examinations should be requireC'etwhat'lewel or leve=ls should
they be given and what procedureshould 'be followed for thosewho do not pass; and

10. If diplosts'are granted only'to pupil! who meet. Minimum oompetency standards,
-whetherlother types of certificates, such as certificates of attendance. should'
be given to those\who,aenotmeet.the standards.

-.
- Fall 1977, State Department of Education:

in order to implement AB 400 khe statedepartment of edaration'has reformed an ad
'hoc coelitteeto make recommendations t6 the state beard, In April of 1970 the

. 'Stanford achievement test.will be administered by local districts.io..students in.
grades 3 and 6. This teat was selected because of the short amount, of time the
districts.Oad to initiate a tearing program. The state department-, to.issue

an RFP for a new test in the summer of 1978. Testing in the 9th grade will begin
inthe 1978-72 school-year and grade 12 in the 1981-8/ school year.

For more information contact;

Dr. Hal Mathers
Nevada Department of Public Instruction
Carson City, Nqyada 89701
(702) 882-7184

f'

***** .

NEW HAMPSHIRE. 1 1977, Legislation (Failed): (Reported in.UPDATE VI, 6/1/77)
. .

Seven legislative bills related to minimal competency testing and' high school gridua-.
tion were introduced in the 1977 session. All were killed Or-sent co the House
education committee for interim study. urther information' on thes e! bills will be

.provided in thi'aext "Update.4.--

1977, State Department of Education: (Reported in UPDATE VI,-'6/1/77)

^,

Dr. Robert Srunnelle, coimissioner of education; has appointed a commAtee 'to es'
tablidh'competency.guidelinei for local school districtsto'use ild' isfiessing student
Competencies in.tbe communications and mathematics skill areas. The first draft ".

of the'Competency guidelines"' for grade 4 have"been iser.....to:TOCii7aiiiiiciiZii----
ApeactronPit is expected that,the 4th grade.guidelinesitill.be reedy for pilot -

consideration in the.fall of 1977. The guidelinei for, grades II and 12 are under

development. ' . . .'

7 1977. Legislative ActiviT(Faitad and carried olter):
. .

lhhil 413-Establishing a standard fOr high's ool graduates. .Status: carried over
to interim study.. ,,

. I
*

V
,... Y

Hi 482 Relative to the, high school equivalency examination and school attendance.,
3IliM. des4*-

,

-i',ek.aesaerAwmpuipiNiefeaiseseii
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NEh HAMPSHIRE- - 1977 Le . illative Activity (Failed and carried over Ccontinue41:

HB SI% Requiring high school students to passtandard examination in ordef to
graduate. Status: dead.

HS 977 Authoriing school boards to release graduating high school seniors e'rly..
Status: dead.

S8 log Requiring the state board of education to establish statewideeducational
ards which must be met before a student may be passed to the next higher grade.

Status: dead.

- Fall 1977, State Department.of Education:

The state dpartment ofeducation continues to work on the 4th and 8th grade com-
petency guidelines. Some of the material will be pilot tested in the spring of
ID78. Additional pilot testing will be completed in the 1978-79 school year.

For additional infortation contact:

Neal Andrew
. Deputy' Commissioner of Education

New Hampshire State Department of Education
State House
Concord. Sew. Hampshire 03301
(603) /271-3144

.

sEw JERSEY i-9:46.::Legislation (Enacted): (Reported in UPDATE V/, 6/1/77)

A /736 Ch. 97 ThEe'bill calls(for the state to set minimum reading and mathema.,
tics standards and fot local dibtricts to provide remedial work. As amended and
signed by the governor, local districts have the right ,to set "interim goals"- lower
than the state goali-and to determine whether students are making progress towards
these goals. If progress is not evident districts must come up with a variety of
solutions, one of. which could be remedial work.- These "improvement" plans may cm:
bine remediation togethet7with diagnosis of students, study of a diitrict's basic
curriculum and parent ixtv,o.Ivesent./

- 1977, ftitttDepartaent of Education: (Reported in UPDATE VI, 6/1/77)

In the 4976-77 school year, the New Jersey department or education administered the
educational assessment program in the basic skills.' This instrument', administered
in October of 1976, used the 65% mastery level cut-off score for identifyihg stu-
dents needing instructional assistance. Since the number of students identified
wascuite large, thebottom 20% were Judged to be in need of immediate instructional
assistance.

Since January of 1977, ten statewide committee.% have been working on a minimum
basic skills test for grades 3, 6, 9 and 11. This test will take the place of the
instrument used in the 1976-77 school year. In the spring'of 1977, the committees
have surveyed various groups (teachers, administrators, board members, students

Edisartion Consmisuon of the States



NEW JERSEY - 1J77 State Department of Education (continued):

and citi ;ens) to build a list of minimal skills. The Educational Testing Service
is under contract to develop an instriaent which will be field tested in the fall
of 1977.

- 1977, Legislation (Pending):

A8 2352 The graduation requirements bill is still in committee. It would require
the state board of education to prepare a competency test for high school seniors
to be taken-La their sinioyear before graduation. The test would cover the basic
high school. curriculum and the basic skills in reading, writing and mathematics.

- Fall 1977, State Department of Education:

The department has a high school graduation study commission working the problem
of combining basic skill competencies and course requirements.

For more infoimation contact:

Dr. William Mathis
Director, Educational Research
State Department of Education
225 West State Street
Trenton, New Jersey 08625
(609) 292-5180

SEW MEXICO - 1977, State Department of Education: (Reported in UPDATE VI, 6/1/77)

Early in 1976, the state superintendent of public instructiCiii-appointed a task force
to study the basic skills. In the spring of 1977, the state board of education
approved the New Mexico basic skilli plan. This_plan.calls for-local school dis-
tricts to conduct minimal competency testing at two different checkpoints in a
student's school career:

"The first of these is an early assessment to be conducted according to A local
district plan. A second checkpoint is a 10th grade proficiency test battery Which
will be mandated for the 1411 of 1978 in which the graduating'class of 1981 will
receive a proficiency endorsement on their high school record if they have success-
fully passed the test battery."

This proficiency battery will consist of a version -of the Adult Performance Level
(APL) test and a writing saisple:".-This test battery was pilot tested on a sample.
basis in the spring of 1977 with statewide field testing scheduled for the fall of
1977. Standards have not yet been established for the cut-off scores on the battery.

The state department)of education is also working on a series of curriculum guides
for the basic skill areas. '

- Fall 1977, State Department of Education:
,

Statewide field testing Of the APL test and writing sample is Scheduled for tlring

Estaeatari POSINIIIIMiOn of the States
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NEW MEXICO - Fall 1977, State Department of Education (continued):

of 1978. At etc completion the writing sample -tied test a complete review of the
entire program is scheduled. Decisions on standards will grow out of and follow
this review.

For more information contact:

John Blanchet-Ruth
New Mexico Department of Education

. Santa Fe, New Mexico 87S03
. (SOS) 827-2928

* *

NEW YORK - 1976, State Board of Education: (Reported in UPDATE VT, 6/1/77)

The board of regents, on May 26, 1976, approved a resolution establishing the pass-
ing of basic competency tests in-reading and mathematics as a requirement for issu-
ance of a high school diploma, beginning with the graduating class of June 1979.
These basic competency tests are criterion-referenced tests designed to measure
basic adult skills necessary to function in an adult society. They were pilot tested
in 1973'and used on a regular basis in the 1976-77 school year. The tests are first
given in the ninth grade and provide a basis for remediation prior to high school:
graduation. Currently the minimum competency cut-off point is defined as 63t of
all items correct on both the mathematics and reading test.

The board of regents has given approval for incorporatinr-Three additional tests
into the graduation requirements effective in June 1980. The three additional tests
would ,be in the areas of (1) civics and citizenship, (2) practical science, health
and education, and (3) writing and language skills.

The New-York State Department of Education also administers the regents diploma
program and the pupil evaluation program (PEP), both of which are related to evaluat-
ing student performance in the basic skill areas.

- Fall 1977, State Department of Education:----

The board of regents will ,consider an additional mandate for testing
in the areas of writing,- civics /citizenship, and health/science at a meeting in
late November of 1977.

For more info;mation contact:

Dr. Polley
Acting Deputy C3mmissioner for

Elementary and Secondary Education
State Education Department
Albany, New York 12224

idwmnonCommust000rawSfttes
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NORTH CAROLINA - 1977, Legislation (Failed) :

...._.... ..

1_112, Would require all students to pass a minimal competency test in.reading,
waiting and mathematics before graduating from high school.

S 81 Would require the 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 6th and 9th grade students to take a state-
wide standardized test measuring their progress in learning the basic skills.

19770.egislation (Enactell:

HB 204 Requires the state board of education to adopt a test, graduation standards
and policies and procedures for implementing a.program assuring that public and non-
public high school students "possess those skills and that knowledge necessary to
function independently and successfully in assuming the responsibilities of citizen-
ship."

The governor is to apRoint t competency test commission which is to make recommenda-
tions to the state boailof education by January 1, 1978 on tests and skills to
be measured.' ,
HB 20S Similar to HB 204 but would create fa minimut competency f'esting program
in grades 1, 2, 3, 6;9 and li. In grades 1 and 2 a criterion-referenced.test is
to be used, -and grades 3, 6, 9 and 11, a norm-referenced instrument is to be used.
A separate competency test commission has been appointed to make recommendations -

and collect public opinion..

For more information contact:

Betty Moore
State Department of Public Instruction
Room 222 Education Building
Raleigh, North Carolina 27611
.[919) 733-3512 ,

- 1977Local Districts:

The Charlotte-Mecklenburg School Board approved.the following reso tion in March
1977:

RECOMMENDATIONS-CONCERNING COMPETENCY EXAMINATIONS AS A GRADUATION REQUIREMENT

1.. That the competency testing program be developed in reading and compiliation
skills.

2. That the field testing be conducted this spring and that the dita be collected
for analysis by the pupil assessment director.

3. That a planned individualized program be developed for those students who
are unable to Ogas the examination. Such a program would include psychological
testing, counseling, Individual evaluation, anpmtedial courses related to areas,
of deficiency.

4. That extensive work in other skill areas be built into Oft junior high school
curriculum.

S. That the reading management system which has been instituted for -the element
tary grades be fully utilised to monitor the skill.development of'each student.

&beet*. Coomesarioo of the ion**
'-40-
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NORTH CAROLINA - 197\t.7, Local Districts Ccahtinue4)1

The da a from the management
tion IA skill development.

, 6. That the Board seek to have the Charlotte-Mecklenbu
development of the statewide plan now under study in the
to have local representatives appointed to the.Competency
would fUnction at the state level.

7. That the relationship of the competency examination
not le determined until the field testing data
Test Commission has made its recommendations.
will be made no later than September 1, 1977.

system would serve as a guid

*

fox planning inIsfruc-

.

g Plan considered in the
ate Legislature and seek
st Commission which

the high school diploma
is available,and the state Competency
A status report on field testing

V2,

* *

NORTH DAKOTA - 1977, Legislation (Failed): (Reported in UPDATE VI, 611/77) .

H 1460 This bill would have prescribed standards fox the high school diploma anduliuld
allow diplomas to indicate the completion of an optiona,1 proficienty test!

H 1429 Title: A bill to provide accountability for quality education.
included rules and regulations for high school diplomas and would have
minimum education skills in mathematics and communications along with 'a
'test*to measure' these skills.

H 102. Title: A bill to provide for educational management
educational accountability capabilities. P

- Fall 1977; No New Activity Rem6rted.

*'*. . *. *Up*

OHIO - 1977, Legislation (Pending):.
r

This bill .

established
uniform `r".-.

information with

HI 6 This bill would have the'state board ol-educatio develop a
.

comprehensive
achievement examination. to be administered to all pupils. in grades S, 6, 9 and 11
as a prerequisite for promotion to-the mext grade level. Thegrade 11 requirement
is to bert'befOre a student can graduate from high school.

Note: Hearings on this bililwareespected to be held in the summer of 1977. A'
substitute bill hargmen drafted. In Am/ember of 1977 the bill was still techni-
cally alive in subcommittee.

- Fall 1977, State Department of Education:
.

The state boardof.edUcationhas, after listening to a presentation of 'three alter-
native.todels (statep-state/local and local)` developed-b?.a state su'eriatendent
or public instruttion ippointed task forte consisting -of state education agency
staff-members, has given pe;iiission to the Ohio Department-of Education tO
proceed with a series of meetings with repreientatives of:the.major education
groups, local educators, ind community:

-41- i
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OH/0 - Fall ...7g_ State Department of Education Icontldued): .

Information gatheiid at those meetings will be used to determine standards, gr .

levels, intervention strategies, and types of exams.

For more information contact:

James Williams
Consultant, Division of Planning

and Evaluation - !

OhloDepartment of Education
655. Front Street
Columbus, Ohio 43215
-(644) 466-4838-

.0KLAHORA 1977, State Board of Education: (Reported in- UPDA/
Ift the spring of 1977, the'Ok1ahoma education coo 's committee on basic skills

0 and minimal competency testing presented the following recommendations to the -state
'..board of education. They were adapted bythe board in April'of 19771

1. Thet the Oklahoma eduCitidni'coug9i,lrequest the state department of education
determine, what Oklabaila school districts arepresently doing to increase reading
readiness and reading skills:In K -3 and to report its findings to the,council.

That the,council--request the state department of education.toencOurage schogA'
:Itistricts to strive for small class groups and ionier time periodsduring the school
day `tor teaching basic skills..

I'
3. That the council request dat the state department of educatioiZ gather data
through testing In.the.baslc learning area of reading. (Many groups and individ;-
uals'have expressed interest in knowing the achievement- levels Of students in
Oklahoma:s public schools. Minimum competency testing-has been widely diselosed.
bu there is lack of adequate data on which to reach. umderstanding or to make
decisions; Inforlation on how Oklahoma is doing in this critical area 'will then
-be. provided to- Oklahoma Education Council- together with recommendations for
further acti;-n.)

:**

4:: That the c quest that the state-department of education in its long- s

range study of ter fication give speCial.attention to die area of preparation for
teaching ceding skills at both* the elemeatary and secondary levels.

.
.

. : , _. .
.

.

.5.4That theOklahoma education councilrequest that the state department,ofduca-
tfon encourage local school districts to limit the time-lost from basic classes-
because of school activities. .

. .. .

. . .. / .. . !....... .

'The state.dopertment of edUcation has proceeded-with recommendation ntmber me:.---.

.

In thefall of 197T, a standardired.test will be.given to 15,000 students ,,a .

randomIamplarbasis.in grades. 3, 6; 9 and 12. The hest .will 'measure the -b fc-
skille.in grades 5,. 6 and 9-and,SUrvival skills in grade.p.'''

Ei6worioft Coisiosesiora of Ms SW".
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OKLAHOMA - Fall 1977, State Department of Education:

The state department of education is conducting a study of certification requiref-

ments and the preparation of teachers Which is related to recommendation four of
the Oklahoma Education Council.

For more information contact:

Dr. Milt Lehr
Oklahoma Education Council
Room 4-K
State Capi4b1
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105
(405) 521-2193. .

. - 'IP

OREGON - 1976, State Board of Educationfr (Reported in UPDATE VI, 6/11.77)
1.

_

...
. -

e state board established. new graduation requirements in 1972 with local distircts
,,require` ementattob plans by July of 1974 for the class-6T 1978. New.

'reqiirements were base o for courses, attendafice and required competencies'
'in pbrsonal, social and career areas. are to develop their own performance
Indicators. . .

Revisions in 1976 still requite districts to adopt competency statements and Per-
formance.indicators in all areas by'1978. By then, however, districts must verify-

.

that students *have minimal coipatencies covering Ellthe basic skills.("read, listen,'
.analyze; speak, Write and compute, using the basic processes") in order to receive a
high school diploma. Schools will not be responsible for certifying whether.students
have attained other competencies until the graduating class of 1981. mother words,
-instead of assessing ails in all program areas (e.g. language arts, health educe-
tion, business eaucatan), districts will assess.the reading, writing and.computifig
skills in three programsof their choice beginning withthe class of 1978. Asser7
ients in:-additional areas 'as identified by local districts will be due by,1981.
PersInai development, social respongibility and career -development were originally -

mandated'as headings far the additional competency areas, but the 1976 reirisions?

.
no4 allow districts to choose to use these headings, or to develop their own replace-
ment areas for them. The revisions also eliminate a clinicallyworded section oN
diagnosis amd,prescription,but retain the concept as an option for districts. i

I .

'The plan alsd requires elementary schools;to establish programs that offer stud4nt
opportunities to acquire skills and knowledge applic4ble to the competin4is rerei0

. for graduation.
'-,-/

Fall 1977, State Department of Education:

No new activity at state level. School districts continua co carry responsibillity
for implementation of minimal competency testing, and' standards. 'Class of 197/0111
be the first group of students to have moved through high school under new prillepii

,1977, Local District: (Reported in UPDATE VI, 6/1/77)

Parkrose School District
.

Portland ,isorts minimal competency activity.

1

'
. t

,* 0- .« « « « .«

,
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PENNSYLVANIA 7. 1976, Legislation (Failed):

HS 70 (died in committee - A 47S-page roposed school code revision). The measure.
would require aach.achool'district'to determine' whether or not its studenti have
developed minimal competencies wit in mandated courses (academic Skilli). and to
measure student ability to cope 4 th eertain specifiedproblems encountered by adults
- (survival sk;:s). Itwould obi gate the state department of eddcation todevelop o'

a procedure assesS student. pOrformance in :the academic skills learned .through.
mandated programs and .to'report'annually to the legislature regarding the degree
'of academic.and survitral skills attained by students at various grade levels together*.

C. and to makerecommenations for Ampt*ng thaeducational.programa ,Itfurther pro-
vides that, four years +pfter H11 770 brecomes.,law,,.a,written statemei ,Certifying
which competentiee have been attained by each ,student must become part of the student'
permanent record.

- 1977,, Legislation (Fending):

He 669_ This bill is similar to He 770 which fiiled in 1976. 'It contains the same
section on minimal competen ies and includes approximately 3S changes in other sec-
tions of the code from_the 976 version.

1
- 1976, St4te Board of Education:

The state board of elducatien adopted a position paper (Jan. 1976) on comOunity learn-
ing that' directs the secretary of education to put before the state board of educa-
tion within 12 months i elan for public education-' that defines curriculum in terms
of competencies student% should be acquiring at various grade levels, rather than
in terms of courses and credits, and that marshal% the human and physical resources
of. the entire comMunityin the development of such competencies. State department
of education officials are working with communitieSte establish competencies;
Project aa is the title given to theeffort.

The Project SI plan was adopted by the board of education in November of 1976.
A baseline testing instrument will be administered in the fall of 1977. Work con-
tinues on' complete definition of competencies, grades K-12.

Fall 1977, State Department of Education:

The department of education has given top priority for the next five years to Pro-
ject 81. The goals of this endeavOr.are: "... Co define the skills, knowledge
and abilitiesyoung people need to cope with the demands of adult 4ife; to include
people from the 'community as active perticipants in the educational system;. and
to :rake surrstudents are' actually prepared forte world beyond graduation."

In or 'to reachrhese goals, 12 School sites have been selected as models for
Projecili. 'By November 30 of 1977 these 12 districts will have prepared and sub-
mitted.ompetencif statements. These will,recelye statewide -review and be rea4y. .°
for adoption by Februarrif 1978. Following this activAty, the 12 school sites will
look at graduation'requiiements and dubmit plans they would -like to test between
107$ and. 1981. . 1-

EdoestiosiCompsimaos of the States
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PENNSYLVANIA - Fall 1977, State'Department of Education (continued):

Forioie information contact:

Judy Bauer Zaenglein-
Project 81 Director
Penn'sylvania Department of ,education
Box.911
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17126
(717)783-SODS,.

a a a * * *
.

.

RHODE ISLAND - '1977, State Department of Education: (Reported in UPDATE VI, 6/1/77)
.

tion designed to determine'howkwel the staii-educational system performs with re
In 1974, the Rhode Island of education developed a master plan for evalua-

.

spect to critical educational aims,.and what sm lijor.canges need to be instituted

to effect improvement in that performance. The objectives of the master plan which
relate most directly to interest in competency-based exiting requirements are:

1. Formulating State Objectives .

To specify high-priority statewide educational objectives in measurable ter 'for

approval by the board of regents.'

2. Assessin Achievement of State Objectives
To identiii an compare alternative strategies for determining the extent to which
statewide educational objectives are being aclieved.

By 1975, ajor activities had been initiated under Objectives.1 and 2, and these
included:

Definition "Life Skills" Relatedlerformance.Indieators. a pUblication by'
the Rhode Is DepartMint of

Ar
'Three cognitive skills were ideitilled as high-priority learning optcomes for Rhode
Island students: comprehensien,'analys1s and evalusition. competency
'in the exercise of the three "life skillscan be demonstrated in an infinite variety
of ways, a reasonable subset of 75 performance indicatdrs was identified by the
Rhode Island Department of.Education.' These indicators were.keyed- to the regents'
educational goals for education, but were developed to indiCate competency in the
underlying three skills.and to be.content independent. N ^f
These performance indicators'wereCompiled and circulated throughout the state ifo

.
publicreaction in a booklet, Schools and Skills.

.Construction of test items related Co the life skills and performance indicatori
,began in 1975 and appriximately 600 items were-produced. The majority, of items
are multiple-choice, paper - pencil. format. However, open-endediiems, items using
audio-visual materliels, and items necessitatinkoral responses.were air° deVeloped.

A sample of the.total pohl of items was pilot-tested Rhode Island schools in
thee. spring. of 1977. Results ,fill be reported and analyzed in June 1977.

AO.
..

49-.
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RHODEIISLAND - 1977, State Department of Education (continued:

Pilot of Statewide Assessment Program

In 197S-76, the statewide assessment pilot project used both norm- referenced.and
criterion-referenced tests for differedt age groups to measure the achieiement of
basic skills.

The norm- referenced test was the Iowa Test of Basic Skills, administered to a'sam
pie of students in gradesri and 8. The criterion-rfterencepst used was a spe-
cially developed test of skills based on objectives and testAtems developed by the
National Assessment of Educational-Progress and the adult performance level study. -
This test wei administered to a sample, of 17-year-old students. Depending on the
results of the pilot test, Rhode Island Department of Eddcation (RIDE) items will
eventually be incorporated into the criterion-referenced component of the statewide
assessment program.

Work on the criterion...referenced component. Of the statewide assessment program has
generated interest in studying the advisability of moving into competincy-based
diplomas. The spripg 1977 pilot test of RIDE developed indicators and items was

....Assigned to yield. information on the adequacy of te'indicators and items as mea-
suies of the state objeCtives and "life skilks." In addition to test results and
:data analysis, Jason Milman of Cornell University has been engaged as a consultant
to critique the indicators and items andto comment on the feasibiiity of using the
indicators berm statewide assessment, e.g., as a basis far competency-based high
schoolgraduation requirements.

a

- Fall 1977, State Board of Education:

The department of education has prepared a draft "policystatement oe competency-
based diplomas which' was presented to the state board of regents in November of
1101&. Briefly, the policy statement proposed:

(I) A dual apprAch.to defining high schoolcompettncies -- statewide tests and
local district i#Ifiative.

(2) The competency testing program should begin early so as to permit remeoiation.
(3) The department of education mould give technical assistance to local districts.

Public hearings would be held:
(4) Standards would be set by 'the state and local dishcts.
(S) The Statewide test would be taken from available RIDE items.

The plan calls for.a peradof public review tough the spring of 1978 followed
by formal adoption and thedovelopbent'of rule regulations.

6

For more information contact"

Cynthia Ward'
COOrdinator of Research and Evaluation'
Rhode Island Department of Education'
199 Promenade'Street
,PrOvidences Rhode Island 02906
(401) 277-3126

`1
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.SOUtH CAROLINA - 1977 Legislation (Pending): (Reported in UPDATE VI, 40/77)

H iOSS Would establish a minimum achievement-level testing program for public school
Aur; administered by the state board of education. It would requirt pupils to
annually meet prescribed program stapdards for grade promotion and prOlide summer
school remedial procedures for pwilS'who fail to meet them. For the 1977-78 school
year the testingprogram is to be instituted only1for the first grade with movement
up to the next grade the following year until all twelve grades are included.
t(Assigned to the education committee to be carried over to the next session.) Note:

Protision was made in the general appropriation's bill to create a 1S-person task
force to study this issue.

- 191, State board of Education: (Reported in UPDA:E VI, 6/1/77)

The standing committee on textbooks and instructional materials of the state board
of education is studying the issue of minimal competency testing.

- 1977, Interim Legislative Action:

The task force to study minimal competency in the basic skills was created by the
following provision in the budget bill:.

"The Speaker of the House of Representatives and the Lieutenant Governor shall each
appoint four members of their respective houses to a Special Joint Education Com-
mittee to Study Minibal,Competency in Basic Skills. In addition to the legislative
membprovided for above, the Speaker of the House of Representatives and the
Lieutenant Governor, or their designees, shall be members of the committee. The
committee shall appoint nine nonlegislative members to provide public input and
educational expertise to the committee. The committee shall conduct a study on
matters relatins,ter minimal competency in basieskills and report its findings and
recommendations tethe General Assembly as soon as practicable. Members of the
committee shall rhceive such mileige,;per diem and subsistence as provided by law
for state- oommitteevand commissions. Expenditures for the committee sha
not exceed v4five hiindred dollars. Upor..filing of its report to the General
Assembly,, the ittee'sharl terminate." to

Under the chairmanship of Lt. Governor Brantley Harvey, the task force expects to
I complete its work and have a draft of a bill available by December of 1977.

moreFor moil information contact:

Richard McLawhorn
General Assembly;., Legislative Council
P.O. Box 11417 '-

Columbia. South Carolina 29211
(803) 758-2334

SOUTH DAKOTA 1977, Legislative Interim Activity:

The interim committee on taxation Id hearings and,conducted a study of minimal
coimpAncy testing during the fall ne 1977. , .

.4"4. .

*******
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TENNESSEE - 077, Lesislation (Failed): (Reported in UPDATE VI, 64,1/77)

H 843 the' fundamental education act;pf 077 placed emphasis on the teaching of
language arts and mathematics in thelleaentary ;--ides (died in committee).

S 403 Similar to H 643 (withdrawn).

H 960 and S 1240 The full text of these bills was not available as this report
was prepared. A more complete summary will appear in the next "Update."

.1977, State Depart:eat of Education:

The commissioner of educaiion at the request of the state board of education appointed
a task farce to study high school graduation requirements. As a result of the work
of tbis committee a profitienoy examination was liven (pilot basis) io high school
seniors in :7 soAools in the spring of 1977.

Ile task forte :s expected to, continue its work ester the resuiti 7( this test are
avails;.: e.

Fa:1 :47. State aoard of Education:

414
:h early November ci 197 the sta.te board of education approved a trogram mandatiog
that the nigh school diploma be awarded to students passing a bast:±skilIs pr;t1I-'
ciency test. The prograe dilL be in effect for :he graduating class of 144:, ;The
high school paduaolo= :ear wiI1 be first given to juniors ta MI and wiI1 consist
of reading, aathematics, grasar and spelling written at approximately the ioh-3 ::t
grade achiviemetr. ItNel. The test wli: be simiar :b. the 2ehver Pla :es: w hich was
;i1Oted in the state in :57-.

:t a:so recommended that pre,tainary tests be given once in grades 4, 3, :7 5
and once in grade S. Loci: ,.:s., _:..s wcuI! resoois""-''y for :hose tests
whi:e the state would be responsible fz: the graduation test. However, tn .-e
interim before :931, the Sth grade test wt:: Se handled by the state.

intoreatton olontac::For =ore :r Yvor:ne Smith
Assistant Commiisiontr of Education/
:4: Cordes Rut: iui:4ng
Nashville, Tennessee
',613,"

TES L977LLrgis.ation (FaileC: ;.Reported-tft ZA72 VI, .

HE 3I2 A hill dealing with proficiency testing was introduced but .did not
hearing with. tie House education coemitzee. More information :n :his bi:: *i::

be included in the next "Updite."

Fall 19,7, State Deoartment of Education:

ThieTexas assessment project is working on high school or:mole:ion objectives for

'Irdsestat;0 Commtailion of the Stotts
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TEXAS - Fall 1977, State Department of Education (continued):

essential reading and 9a-tftematics skills. There are no stetWide mandates for
minimum competency.

- Fall 1977, Local Districts:

Seven urban school districts have formed an urban compaft to develop, measures of
essential reading and mathematics. The school districts are: Austin, Houston,
Dallas, Forth Worth, El Paso, San Antonio and Corpus Christi.

For more information contact:

Keith Cruse
Director, Divilion of Educational Assessment

, Texas State EAcation Agency,.
(S12) 475-1066

UTAH - 1977,_State Board of Education:

L.

oft

In January of 1977 the state board of educitiof approved changes in the high school
graduation requirements mandating local distirats to measure basic competencies
before students could graduate fromehigh school. Local districts can select. the
test instrumme and establish the cut-off standards. The skill areas to be; assessed
are: reading, writing, speaking, listening, arithmetic, demos tic governance,
consumerism and problem solving. The requirement is in eff or the gradUating
class of 1930.

For more information-contact:

Lerue.Winget
A0Aociate Superintendent
-State Board of Education
136 East South Temple
Salt Lake City, Utah 34111
(301) 533-3431

1977, Local District:

Jordan School District -Is working on a goal-based education management system aimed
at using criterion - referenced tests to assist with turric4lar releliffon. Mininuvezit
standards for -graduation are under study.

For more information contain:

C. DOT= Sanderson
Director of Educational Systems
9361 S. 400 East
Sandy, Utah 54C`0
(SOU 2SS-6491,

'go
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VERMONT - 1976, teat. Board Si Education: (Reported in UPDATE VI, iv1/77)

The Vermont. board of education, at its meeting on July 20, 1976, accepted b set of
basic competencies in reading, %kiting, speaking, listening, and mathematics while
deferring action on competencies. in reasoning for further development. The board
Also stipuiated that by:1981 mastery of all of the basic competencies is to be one
requirement for graduation from high school, unless the pupil has a limitinghandi-
cap and completes an approved, comprehensive; multi-year plan.

A pupil progress record on which -the ma'tery of the basic competencies'is recorded'
will be Maintained fqr each Veriont pupil: Superintendents will report information
concerning pupil achievement of the basic competencies to the commissioner of educa-
tion with their annual statistical reports each August beginning in 1978: The infor-
mation required in .this report will vary from year year.

- Pall 1977, State Department of Education:

School districts are now working on local procedures And policy for reporting pupil
progress in the basic competency areas. The state board did not mandate how dis-
tricts were to reach this goal. Testing may or may not be used depending on local
decisions.

The recommendationjor the competency area of reading will be presented to the state
board of education in-December of 1917. If approved, school districts would have
to certify this competency for the graduating class of 1982.

Fer,more information contact:

Dr.,ACarlene Russell
Director of Elementary and

Secondary Education ,

Vermont Dkpartment of Education
Montpelier,,Vermont 05602,
(802) 828-313S

VIRGINIA '? I176,1egislation (Enacted): (Repotted in UPDATE VI, 6/1/77)

**ftest-
MB ZS6 Standard of lit Act The constitution of Virginia calls forthe state
board of e ation to prescribe standards of quality for the scieral school divisions
subjeitto revision by the General Assembly. One of the goals of educatioh in.Vir-

- ginia is,to aid students, consiiteat with their abilitiese,to become'competent in
the fundamental academic skills.' Each-school division .is to give,highest instruc-

tiontik Firiorityto developing the reading, communications and mathematics skills
of all students with. particular attention-to the primary grades (1 -3)-and the inter- .

mediate grades,(4 -6). Resedial,work for low-achieving students shall begin upon
identification of student need..

4

By September of 1978, the state board of iducatton, in cooperation with local dis-
tricts, shall establish specific minimum statewide educational objectives and a
uniform statewide test in'teading, co:limn/cations and mathematics skills.*The test
is to measure yearly progress focindividual students. The Act also sets standards

Edagetioe CONImaliOlt of the Stater
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VIRGINIA - 197k, Legislation.(Enacted) (continued):

for-career preparation, special education, gifted and talented students, personnel,
teacher preparation, testing and measurement, accreditations, planning, public in-
volvement and district policy manuals.

- 1977, State Board of Education:

In the spring of 1977 the state board of education approved a resolution calling
for a minimal competency testing program as a requirement for high school gradua-
tion beginning with the class of 1981. The board resolution reads:

"A student shall be eligible to graduate from the accredited seconder) school last
attended during the regular school term upon successful completion of the graduation
requirements set forth in these standards. Students completing graduation require-
ments.in an accredit summer school shall be eligible to graduate from the school
previously attended Eutjog-the regular school term when the summer school credits
are earned in compliine with stimmer school regulations set forth in these standards.

In order to graduate ftbm an Accredited secondary school and receive a high school
diploula in Virginia. students -lhall earn the number of units of credit prescribed
by the boaid of Education and be able to demonstrate to the satisfaction of local
school officials attaidVnt of the following minimum competencies:

1. Functional literacy in communicative tkiils including the ability ro,read,
:.rite and speak;

2. Computational skills including the ability to work with decimals and percent,-
ages to the extent that they can effectively participate in society as consumers;

3. A basic knowledge and understanding of.the history and cultures of the United
States. including concepts and processes of democratic governance and our economic
system; L 6

4. The ability to pursue. higher education' in postsecondary schools or gain
employment as a result of having gained a job-entry skill."

For morg information contact:

Carl L. Riehm
Virginia Department of Education
Box 6G
Richmond, Virginia 23116
-(804) 786-3895

MP'

.AASHINGTON - Legislation (Enacted): (Reported in UPDATE.VI, 6/1/77)

SO 3026 Requires that school districts, with communzgy participation, w 1 develop
learning objectives for grades kindergarten through eight. The state depar ment
has interpreted that these objectives will be stated in -behavioral terms and that
the objectives will be'mmasured for'actuai studeilt attainment at least annually.
Compliance with the. law will be monitored through the program apprOiral process for
the allocation of stare funds.

HB 13i5. t976Requires that all fourth grade students be given a standardized .

21,.*q
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WASHINGTON - 1976, Legislation (Enacted) (continued) :

achievement test in the reading, mathematics and language arts. This test was just
administered in October 1976 with the results to be used by school district.- and
parents to compare their children's achievement level with those of other pupils in
the district, the state and the nation. The law also provided that a sample of 2,000
students at the eighth and eleventh grades be tested for the same purpose. The school
districts are encouraged to establish a separate test for the. second grade,for the early
identification of pupils needing assistance in language and computational skills.

- 1977, Legislation (Pending): (Reported in UPDATE VI, 6/1/77)

Senate Substitute 2885 and Engrossed Substitute Fpuse Bill 960 both finance bills,

have the potential of creating an operational financial definition of basic
education for Washington school districts. On Jane 1 the bills were in conference
Comeittee awaiting final legislative action.

One of the bills, ESHB 960. sets forth three criteria for measuring basic - education:
1) It would uefinrri=y as knowledge of those skills necessary to learning.
2) It would define the curriculum by program hours; i.e., in grades 4-6, it would
require 2,835 hours of instruction with 90 percent of them in basic skilLs including
reading/language arts, mathematics, social studies, science, music, arts and physi-
cal education; five percent would be in work skills such as home and family life,
shop, business and office education and another five percent would be left up to
district discretion. 3) It would allocatethe money based on a ratio of students
to staff with full financing on the state level by Sept. 1, 1979. The bill doesTh
tot specify a student/staff ratio but would allow this item to be included in the
budget bill each biennium.

Of special interest in Washington is a court, case, Seattle School District RI v.
State of Washington, in which Judge Doran, in a lower court decision, ruled that
special levies could no longer be used to fund an "ample basic eduCation." Reason-
ing tfiat the legislature had not provided enough.money to fund VA ample basic edu-
cation, he declared-that special excess levies for basic education were unconstitu-.
tional. However, he clearly pointed out that such levies would be constitutional-
if they were usedto support enrichment programs.

,An important point that has been missed is the declaration that education is a con-
stitutionally guaranteed right. Judge Doran concluded, "Article IX, Section I, ...

is a substantive provision imposing the paramount duty upon the state and creating,
by implication, a correlative right of equal stature for the children of the state..."
(Emphasis supplied.)

Although this is not a.state suprame court decision, it appears that, if the deci-
sion is upheld, the future of. Washington school finance will hinge on the definition
of an "ample basic education."

- Fall 1977, Legislative Interim Activity:

The House and Senate interim legislative committees conducted studies of minimal
competency testing during the fall of 1977.

5t.



WASHINGTON Fall 1977, Legislative Interim Activityicontinued):

1°

For more information contact:

Kris Van Gorkom
Researok Analyst, Senate

Education Committee
Legislative Building
Olympia. Washington 98504
(206) 7534556

It

WEST VIRGINIA - 1977, State Department of Educati : . (Reported in UPDATE VI,
6/1/77) >

No formal action has been taken by the state board of education or the state depart-
ment of education. The department.of education is giving' technical assistance for
curricular changes and the identification of "essential competencies" in the various
subject areas.

- Fa11.1977, State Department of Education:

The department of education is working on a process to establish competency state-
ments (expected learner outcomes) in each subject area, grades K-12. Those state-

- cents will be tied to the 17 goal statepents adopted by the state board of education
in 1976.

For more information contact:

Dr. Daniel B. Taylor
Superintendent of Free Schools
Charleston, West Virginia 25305
(304) 348-2681 -

1977, Local District:

r

Kanawha County, Charleston Several district-wide study committe* have amended
meie board of a plan calling tot a two -part high sch§ol d' oma. The
second part of the diploma will be a transcript listing the indtvi 1 student's
basic competency attainment level. It is proposed' that a test/be used at grades
'3, 6 and 9 for the identification ofstudents needing remedi ion, A high school
test will be either developed totally or purchased. Readi and-sithematics are
the competenc :vas to recap* first attention. Final bo, rd of education action
was taken in fame of 1977.

For more information contact:

Dr. Catherine Candor
Director of Research,.Kanawha County Schools
200 Elizabeth Street
Charleston, Wait. Virginia 25311
(304) 348-7770-.

*-* *:11,57,

'-53-

le. *

&hoodoo Commtellion of the States
1

ti



pistassiN - 1977, State, Department of Public Instruction: (Reported in UPDATE 1/1,

I 1

{

,

. 3

i 6/1/77),

In January of 1977, Barbara Thompson; the superintendent of public instruction,
appointeda 29-person tasklorce.tO study competency-based education in the funda-
mental spbject areas of roadige; writiPtand. mathematics. The task force final
recommoOttions will be submitted to-the *tate supirintendent in late June of 1977.

,-..q. %; .

.
. .

.
. .,

The t,askillirce will recommend three models of action the state department of publAc
instructipP,might;take. The first wili center on local school district developed
and de.temil4e44p iapetency staPflards with some department of public instruction (DPI)
assistance:Wthe form ies'item data bank; the second would make use of, the nter-
mediate ,cho61'districts by having clusters of districtS work together; and the third
would lie'a research and experimentation modei asking the DPI to study the issue until
1981. w

- 1977, State Department of Public Instruction:

The deparIdeef of public instruction has an internal committee
ommendatInk*. so' the task force.

For more information comact:

Dwight Stevens
Deputy State Superintendent
Department of Public Instruction
126 Langdon Street
Madison, Wisconsil 53702

'2(608) 266-3390

WYOMING - '1977, State Board of Education:

reviewing theyec-
.

In September and November of 1977c the Wyoming State. loard of Education appioved
the following policy statement.:

"All graduates of 'Doming Public High Schools williiave completed a required secon-
dary school program and have demonstrated proficiency in'ihe basic skills essential
'to-effective adult citizenship. MinimuM state requirements for the issuing of a.
public high school diploma include:

1. Suceessfultompletion of a program including credits or units identified in
the Wyoming School Accreditation Standardi equal to a regular course loaarixtending

through the senior.year ofliigh'school --

2. sufficient. attendance in courses and programs to gain:fully the educational
and Social benefits of the secondary program
.3.-. an ability to read, write,and compute with proficiency, and
4. An understanding of the process and structure of democratisi.governance and

our free enterprise system. - .

Verificat/on of the -state standards for.graduation.is the responsibility of the
focal school district. working in conjunction with the state department of,eduiation.

56
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WYOMING - 1977, State Board of Education (continued:

ff

Local school dis,trict; are required to establish their tiwn standards of competency
and program requirements forraduation and encouraged to go beyond those minimum
standards established by the Late board ofeducition."

Sevetai staff committees in the Wyoming department of education are working on
statements or guidelines clarifying this board policy.

For more information contact:

Dr. Robert .Schrader
Superintendent of Public Instruction
State Office Building West
Cheyenne, Wyoming 82002 .

(307) 777-7673

--N U.S. CONGRESS -- 1977 Lejislation Pendilp
., .

Representative Ronald H: Mottl (D), member of Congress from the 23rd District in
Ohio, introduced two identical bills--H. R. 6088 and H. R. 7116--amending Title
VIII of the Elementary 'and Secondary Education Act. These bills called for states
to establish a program of basic educational standards before thervcould receive
funds under this Act. The bills also called for the establishment of a National
Commission on Basic Education to review state plans and set standards. Hearings

cre (*these twarbills were held in September of 1977. In October of 1,77, Mottl
introduced a third bill, H. R. 9574. This bill also carries the provision for.a.
.National Commission on Basic Education and would have states give a proficiency
examination in reading, writing, and mathematics td students in grades 6, 8, 10,
and 12. The new, bill stipulates that this test not be a requirement for gradua-
tion or grade promotion but does call for remedial programs for studentt failing
the test.

The full text of H.. 9574 is included in the appendix.

-55- Eduiption CoMmission of the Statei
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DT ME hOUSE OF ,REPRESENTATIVES

Omega 14, UM
air. MOM introduced the followintitili; which WAS referred to the Coin.

mitts. on Edufation and Labor

A BILL
To amend the. Elementary and, Sedon, , 4. cation Act of 1965 .

. , .

to provide assistance f9r the eitabli- ;I" eof basic standards -.

of educational.proficiency appliCable to public school students."
1

.-
, 1 Be it enacted by the Senate and Holise of .Reprei in ta.

2 lives of the United States of AnseriCa in Congress assembled,
\

3 That,title 7111 of the Eletnentar and Set outlay Education

4 -:ACt of 1965. (20 U.S.C. 881 at seq.) is amended by adding

3 at the e kthereof the following near sectIon:

..6 0A.TAIMIL STANDARDS

"Sic. 81i-far( ): A. State-educational agency (ot a. .

'3. editcation41,age cy is the caseNof, any such agency .

. -** \
,9 whiehle*Iocated. k ,a.State in which the State cditeational,

iv...:agenair-does 'not p .te 'in tie program -under this

1,
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I don) may' receivilinancial assistance miller this section by

2isubiaitting to the Commission established under, subsection

(b) 11): an application Which provides assurances-4that such.. ..)."
o

4 eduistionaLagency will establish and implement basic.stand

5 ads of* educational proficiency in accordance: with a..plin of

6 suckeducational ageOcy approved under subsection* (b) (4) . . .

7 Stijl standards shall include the administration of proficiency

6- examination; whichpjimary measure -proficiency in read-

9 big, writing, 'and mathematics to each .student enrolled in
4

W public schools in the State or school, district invoh:ssis

11 "(I). Such examinations. shall be *administered to -a

*12 student at the beginning of the .academic- year at the sixth, 40

1 ..

13 eighth, teeth,- and:twelfth gradejevels

14 "(3) A Tassing grade in any-such examination shall not

15 be .a requirement necessary for advanc'ement' in grade 'level

46 or for graduation froin seconclat.7. schL)(4,4 .
.

17 ' "(4) ,Anzstiident.7ho fails any sm:h examination shall

18 be provided With an opportunity to participate in a remedial
0

1,0 prevail in the subject matter covered by the examination.

20 " (5.) . Each *such: examination shalIobe- dosigned to test

proficiency in writing skills, te,ding.and*coMprehensien; and

Wo

.1'.
-$

.

#. *athematics skills..and comprehension. Such examination
4: .

23.-ithatiinpluisize testing the ability of n student .to use and

24 iuiderstandIanguage and to read with faillity .and.ander-
.

. : . :.

.

'''121"?;?:*&i,'
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" (b) 'There is hereby established a comniission to

2 ,be knewn to the NatiosaL,Commission on Basic Education

3 (hereinafter in this section referred to as the tommission

4

t) .

12) Tbe Commission 4ait be. enpesetl of fifteen

id 5 members as follows:

" (A) three appointed by the President from amolg6

7 individuals serving on State boards of edueationl.
N./

8 " (B). three appointed by the President from among)

9 individuals *ping on local boards of education;

" (C) three appointed by the President from tunonk

at

10

.11

-12

13

14

15

16

17

18

'

persons employed as. tette ers in secOndarY. school sys=

tams; and

" (D) six . appointed by the President from min-.

- bers of the general public.
.

" (3) Members of the .Commission shall serve 'Without

pay. 'w.bile' sway from their homes . or -regular pla's of

business, Metabers of the.Commissioniettll 1e allowed Iray,ert.'

expenses, including per diem- in lieu of Subiistenee,".in the

29 . Erie a a a* persoils employed InterMittetitly the2er sectiom:.
. . 5703 (b). Of tide0, Millet' States Code.

22

23

24

` (4) The' Conitalision . . ,\,

'.:(A) .establish a series of 'batic standards of edit: .

cationai proficiency, ,including tests. for measuring such

proficiencyi, deiigned to evaliate.:the reading, -writint,

S

.

I.

4,
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i and' Mathematics skills of students at the sisth, eighth,

O tenth, and twelfth 'grade libels; and .make such series... .

3 . available to any State or kical educational agency which .

4 requests the series in &In ection with an .application

5 for assistance under this section;

6 ".(B) review applications for assistance under this

7 section submitted by State or local editcational agencies,

3 and the Plans contained in, such applications for the,

9 j establishment of basic standards of edUcational profici-

ency in tictordance,4i6, subiection (a) ; and .

.

11- " (C) ipprove
.

such. applications and plan's if the

12. CommissiOn determines4ke standar& to be established

13* bear a-reasonable relation to the edUcational proild.

-14 cncy needed by students at the variotailevels measured.

13 " (5) Each ,State educational agency. and each local

educational agency which desires to receive assistance under

17 this section Shall submit the plan referred to In paragraph

,(4) (B) itt such time and in such manner as shall be es-

P. tablished by the Commission,* or after the .termintermination of

20 the Commission, by .the Cornmissioner.of Education.

21 " (6) The CoMmission shalt transmit ,tt report to the

22 President and-to the Congress, ito later than three years after

23. the effective date Of this 'section; which contains a detailed

24 eat of the activities of the ComMission under this sec,
4

25 lion. i e ConunissFoi sUlriease to estit thirty days 'after
.

.16. -.the .1Teasptilsi n of such- report.. The Commissioner_ of Ida-
40-
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1. cation shall carry out the function of the Conunimiou .under

2 this section after 'the termination of the existence of the
. .

3 'Commission.

4 " (a) (1) In the case of any school district iu which

5 (tandards of educational proficiency under .thirsectionA in

6. eluding the proficiency examinations, are not-in effect, the

if Commissioner of Education skoll carry out, 5 program of

8 making stichrexaminations available directly to any student

9 attending public schools in such, district, upoi the request

4.

10 of any parent of such stiident.

"(2) The Commissioner of Education sliall'earty out a

12 program of grants to State educational agencies land local
* .

-13 educational agencies in the. case of any such,apppy which

11 is lac/tied in a State. in which the State educational agency

.13 does net participate in the program under- this section) in
.

. snob amounts as \the Commissioner of Education considers

17 necessary to assist such ,educational agencies In preparing

13 and adniiniatering basic standards, including etaminaiions;

419 submitted to theiCommission under iubsectiiin (b) (4) .(B),

20 mid to pair .the Costs of providing reniedial programs to

21 students in accordance with subsection (a),(4).

22 "(d) There are hereby autboriz id' to be 'appropriated
0.,

, . 23 to:carry-Out the piovisions of`this section stich sums as may

. . 2 be necessary for the fiscal year ending September 30, 1978;

25 and for each of the four fiscal years thereafter.".
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